
Bethlehem Lutheran Church      Buffalo Center, IA   50424 

MAY 2026 

Oh, Bethlehem! 
Faith, hope, and love make us available 

for our neighbors near and far 

GREETERS & USHERS 
 
  MAY 
 *3 Brynlee Engelbarts Family and Mark & Deb Landheer 
*10 Tessa Holland Family and Elsa Jacobs Family 
 17 Jase Lawson Family and Jamie Price Family 
 24 Ted & Darla Thompson and Dana & Katy Greensky 
 31 Joel Boekelman Family and Kyle Frerichs Family 
 
  JUNE 
 *7 Mary & Rande Giesking and Dave & Kate Kakacek 
*14 The Weavers: Julie, Colin, Tanner & Anne 
 21 Brian Blodgett Family and Thomas Blodgett Family  
 28 Harley & Lynn Hassebroek and Duane Cooper Family 

CALENDAR of EVENTS 
Please see the monthly calendar on page 7 for all church 
activities this month.  

 

Prayers for our Members & Friends 
 

Jaya Fever            Carolyn Bartz 
Brian Bashans        Karen Buss 
Christina Coughlin    Deloris Steffensen   
Curtis Vaudt                Claire Rustemier-Hinz  
Roger Burnside    Emmagene Silber 
Nicky Shackleton    Joy Albert    
Dawn Jensvold       Harlan Melz 
Virginia Cooper    Leroy Weaver 
Penny Mitchell        Frances Ostermann     
Monica Tyler     Delores Griffin 
Marge Becker     Jason Christensen 
Jen McGrady         Doug Hofbauer  
Dean Swenson     Randy Holstad    
Linda Abels  
Pastor Mark Neumann (BLC’s deployed pastor)           

 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays for the month of May : 
 

  
 3 - Courtney Boekelman  18 - Brock Jensen             
 3 - Doug Ostermann        18 - Bailey Newton 
 4 - Brian Bashans          18 - Lily Winter 
 4 - Andy Buchs          19 - Jodi Adams 
 5 - Dawn Meinders          19 - Jazmyn Pilot 
 9 - Tammy Price          23 - Vonnie Pilgrim-Bosma 
10 - Genna Baumann       23 - Riley Price 
10 - Mary Giesking          25 - Luke Baumann 
14 - Neely Jensen          25 - Mark Ostermann 
15 - Sandra Johnson        27 - Lynn Hassebroek   
15 - Carter Wubben          30 - Kevin Hagen 
17 - Darryl Friest          31 - Mariah Roth 

The fifth grade students received their First     
Communion on Maundy Thursday.  

 
From left: Malachi Hullstrom, Mason Price, Norah  

Ernster, Mya Ostermann, Carly Jensen, Kolby 
Wubben, MacKenzie Willmert, Keegan Pentico, 

and Levi Berggren. 
 

Congratulations! 
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A confirmation student spoke out in class when the teacher told the students they could not 

talk about Jesus at school. “I learned in confirmation that we can speak out and defend our faith.” 

During a worship team meeting, we had a great discussion about encouraging our children and 

nurturing a culture that embraces the role of children in the church. We shared stories and 

brainstormed ways we can increase the participation of our young people in worship. The dis-

cussion had a Spirit-filled energy. 

On our final day of 1G on April 15, we reviewed the seven memory verses we worked on 

throughout our year. Using music to help them learn these verses, the kids were able to recite 

them like they were all fresh in their memory and heart. They were excited that they still knew 

them. 

The Men’s Fellowship shows no signs of dwindling. Actually, new guys have been showing up, 

and our discussions are always lively. The study seems to lead itself. 

On Sunday mornings I send text messages to pastors I know and other church leaders. Some-

times they are prayers, or scripture with a couple lines of encouragement. One particular week, 

lay person that I include in these text messages sent me a text out of the blue to encourage me, 

and it was something I needed to see at that particular moment. 

And why am I telling you all of these short stories? Because the Spirit is doing something, not 

just in our congregation, but in this community. The Spirit is doing something through this min-

istry. And the Spirit does not take summer vacations or time off. He has been working nonstop, 

and I am seeing some of the fruits of His labor. 

Therefore, I am appealing to you to remember this ministry in your giving. Currently our 

loan at the bank is at $10,000, which means giving has been down. I am not here begging for 

money for the sake of balancing our budget but rather encouraging you to give and be part of 

what the Spirit is doing in this congregation and community. The five stories I shared are just the 

beginning. I pray that your act of worship includes sacrifices that further enable us to make a dif-

ference in the lives of people around us. Let us join together and add more and more God stories 
to this list; trusting that God will provide for our every need. Amen. 



We have a few options for 
giving here at Bethlehem. 
If you are a Thrivent 
member, you can direct 
your dollars to the church. 
We also have a very easy 
and simple way with our 
online giving. This QR 
code will  access our web-
site and take you to the 
Vanco giving page. 
Thank you!  
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Council Committee Reports 

PRESIDENT 
 
Greetings, Church Family, 
 
We’ve had a busy first quarter. Some 
great special services took place over 
the Lent and Easter season. We’re 
now looking forward to some nicer 
weather. Unfortunately, however, the 
turn of the weather usually results in 
lower attendance and ultimately lower 
giving. This year, though, we have 
dipped into our line of credit sooner  

 
 
than ever. It makes me nervous for 
the summer season. We are currently 
sitting with $10k on our line of credit. 
Some of our accounts look fine, as 
some may have seen from council 
minutes, but that money is ear 
marked for certain projects. Council 
voted at our last meeting to proceed 
with concrete repair/replacement of 
the sidewalk on the east side of the 
building. It’s been on our project list  

 
 
for years and we’ve determined it’s 
time to fix it.  
Please continue to keep this in mind 
and if anyone has any questions/
concerns or opinions, please reach 
out to me anytime.  
 
Thanks,  
Derek Thilges 

 
 

FOOD BANK NEEDS for May: 
 
1 lb cans of coffee, iced tea bags, instant tea, ketchup,                          
jellies or jams (grape, strawberry, etc), yellow mustard, syrup,  
cooking oil, Hamburger Helper 
 
Please drop off donations in the church narthex or 
BC Library. Thanks! 

WORSHIP 
 
Greetings from the Worship Commit-
tee.  What a pleasure it is to serve 
the congregation and be a part of 
making things move 'smoothly'.  We 
had some winter weather issues of 
course but now are done with that 
and will be thankful for air condition-
ing soon.  As we go through the 
church year, we remember the youth 
who led the service in early February  

 
 
and really did a wonderful job.  Lent 
and Easter are now behind us, but 
we never forget to thank the Lord for 
what He has done for us.  May brings 
the final day of Sunday School, Moth-
er's Day and Senior Recognition as 
well as remembering those who have 
gone home before us on Memorial 
Day.  We have been talking about 
special music possibilities and          

 
 
encourage any input some of you 
may have.  As always, it is good to 
encourage each other when we can 
with a “thank you for reading”, a 
“come join us for fellowship” or just a 
simple “glad you are here”.  Let's all 
BE the church by spreading the joy of 
Jesus' love as He taught us.   
 
Darla 

 Make a Difference   
Campaign 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Council has come up with a 
wish list of items (to the left) 
that would be beneficial to 
our church. We’re calling it 
the “Make a Difference Cam-
paign.” If you are interested 
in giving to any of these pro-
jects, please reach out to 
anyone on the church coun-
cil. You can also let us know 
if there is a project or item of 
repair that you think we 
should include on this list. 
We very much appreciate 
your continued regular offer-
ing.  The items on this list 
could potentially go over and 
above to make a difference 
in our church life. Maybe 
something is near and dear 
to your heart, and you would 
like to give a little extra at 
one point or another during 
the year. Thank you for con-
sidering any of these items. 

PROJECT or EXPENSE ITEM Projected Cost 
Bible Camp Scholarships $50--$100 
Bibles for 3rd Graders $30/student 
Confirmation Retreat Sponsorship variable 
Contemporary Music $20 average 
Cradle Roll $100 per child 
Landscape upkeep around church variable 

Scholarships for Bethlehem HS Gradu-
ates $200 per student 
Sponsor a church member Movie Event $100 theater rent 
Sponsor Youth Fellowship Event variable 
Sunday School Curriculum  $120/year 
Sunday School Supplies variable 

Technology needs variable 
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Church Council Minutes 
April 15, 2026 

***Meeting Room***  
Faith, hope, and love make us available for our neighbors near and far.  

 
Members present: Derek Thilges, Darla Thompson, Amy Walk, Larry Lawson, Kim Ostermann, Pastor Eric, 
Susan Jensen, Jen McGrady, Katie Mathahs 
Absent: Thomas Blodgett, Megan Holland 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03pm.  
 
Pastor Eric -- council devotions based on Matthew 28:16-20  
Pastor challenged us with the following questions:  
• Verse 17 – “And when they saw him, they worshiped him, but some doubted.” What do you make of this 

verse? They saw Jesus but some still doubted?  
• Define “disciple.”  
• What does it mean to make a disciple?  
• Is the Great Commission daunting to you?  

 
President’s Report 
 
• Nothing new to report.  
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
• The March 2026 minutes were approved via email after a couple of corrections. Motion to approve by 

Derek; seconded by Darla.  
• Updates to the “Make a Difference Campaign” campaign was discussed regarding how to proceed.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
• Savings Account: $0 
• Checking Account: $4,001.57 
• Youth: $5,383.67 
• Line of Credit: $10,000 
• Special Projects Account: $12,350.71 
Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by Darla, seconded by Amy; approved  
 
Committee Reports  
 
Technology                                                                                                                                        

• Anyone interested in helping with service technology can contact Thomas Blodgett.                               

• We are checking into a different hosting possibility for the church website. 
 
Property 
 
• We are checking into some window replacements. 
• It would be nice to install an electric 220 baseboard heater for the kitchen bathroom.  
• There are some hairline cracks in the exhaust pipe of the boiler system. This will be addressed when the 

boiler isn’t being used. 
• The water heater has been replaced and we’re looking into selling the LP tank. 
• We have an estimate for fixing the sidewalk east of the church - $8,700 Jen made a motion to fix the side-

walk, Larry seconded the motion; approved. 
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Worship 
 
• Our March meeting included a thorough review of all Easter services to make sure everything was in 

place with accompanists, musicians and helpers.  We discussed Palm Sunday, 9 first communion stu-
dents making wafers with Lorie, how fellowship that day would be handled, stripping of the altar, taking 
down the curtain wire between Easter morning services and getting communion to the musicians in the 
balcony.   

• April accompanist's schedules were updated. 
• The next worship committee meeting is set for Tuesday, April 21st @ 8:30 a.m.   
• We also want to express a reminder to acknowledge kids at services - thanking them for reading, singing 

or just being at church whenever possible to help make them feel the congregation cares about them. 
• Communion helpers needed: 

May 10: (continuous) – Kim, Larry 
May 17: (at the rail) – Amy 

 
Stewardship 
 
• Music & Mingle Fundraiser is June 7, 2026, from 5:00-7:00. Looking for silent auction items. 
• Amy is interested in planning quarterly community meals – no cost. Possibly with NI Food for Families. 
 
Education 
 
• We are wrapping up the Sunday School year – last day of Sunday School is May 3 (all grades together) 
• I really love how BLC does First Communion! Thank you Eric and Lorie! Such a joy to see a strong num-

ber of 5th graders, active in their faith! (How about those crunchy wafers—haha!) 
• Teacher appreciation during the April 26 service; currently working on gifts. 
• Kids sing during April 19 and May 10 services. 
• We will recap with Sunday School teachers in May & start planning/brainstorming ideas for the fall. 
• Buffalo Center Vacation Bible School is scheduled Monday-Thursday, August 3-7. The theme is “Rome 

Holy Land Adventure.” 
 
Fellowship 
 
• Fellowship time continues in the social hall – Church council serves May 17. (Amy, Kim, Larry) 
• The Community Spring Coffee held on April 9 went well. We had some of the FTSB fraud team members 

present/discuss the rise of Fraud and how to protect yourself and recognize signs of fraud. Attendance 
was about 45 people. We brought in $349. 

• Upcoming event: Father’s Day Brunch – June 21. Consider doing another signup sheet in May. 
• If anyone has any feedback on the work groups or has had communication with anyone who would like to 

be added, please let Katie know or any of the work group co-chairs. 
 
Evangelism 
 
• Jen reported no updates. 
 

Pastor’s Report 
 
 Education 
1G concluded for the season on April 15. The group walked to Timely Mission where they shared some of the 
songs they learned this year. 
Confirmation classes wrap up on April 29 followed by the retreat May 1-3 at Okoboji. 
Women’s Bible Study and Men’s Fellowship continue to move along smoothly. 



Fellowship Serving               
Rotation:  

 
May 3 - Work Group #3 
  
May 10 - Sunday School 
 
May 17 - Church Council 
 
May 24 - Work Group #1 
 
May 31 - Work Group #2 
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The Sunday school year is wrapping up. Our teachers and subs have been doing a great job. Please pray 
about who will be teaching next year. 
 
 Worship 
Lent and Easter went well. Attendance for Maundy Thursday was 100 plus, and Easter attendance at the two 
services totaled 234. Thank you to all who supported our ministry. 
 
 Ministerial Association 
We have been preparing for high school baccalaureate on May 13. Pastor Kent Hillesland will be preaching. 
We will meet again on May 13 and then take the summer off before resuming in August. 
North Iowa Food for Families continues to go well. The number of families / people served continues to in-
crease, but we are meeting all needs. This is a great ministry. 
“Clergy Corner” will continue in our local newspaper. Pastor Eric will work on a rotation schedule with the 
ministerial association. 
 
 LCMC 
Leader Care Retreat is May 3-6 at Riverside Bible Camp.  
 
Office Report: 
Deadline for the May newsletter is April 22nd Council reports for May will include President and Worship. 
 
New Business: 
We intend to be forthcoming in where our monthly mission dollars go and will announce this to the congrega-
tion. The intent is to allow others to give to the same mission if their heart leads them to do so. Our regular 
rotation will be LCMC, global, local. April mission is LCMC - $200 to district and $200 to national. 

May mission is Global - Derek made motion to give to Water Missions              

International, Darla seconded; approved. Water Missions International - Mission Partners  

The next council meeting is Monday, May 11, 6:00pm. 

Motion to adjourn made by Larry, seconded by Katie. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:14pm 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

General Fund Giving
(NOT including        

fundraisers) 
As of 04.28.26 

 
 

Actual YTD:   

$37,916 
 

Budgeted YTD:   

$51,986 
 

YTD Deficit:                 
-$14,070 
 

General Checking      
Balance: 
$5,506 
 

Project Savings         
Balance: 
$12,601 
 
General Savings        
Balance: $0 
 
Amount Borrowed on 
Bank Loan: $10,000 
 

 

Our 2026 Church Council 
 

Derek Thilges - President 
Darla Thompson - Vice President 
Thomas Blodgett - Treasurer/Technology 
Kim Ostermann - Secretary 
Amy Walk - Stewardship 
Megan Holland - Education 
Jen McGrady - Evangelism 
Katie Mathahs - Fellowship 
Darla Thompson - Worship 
Larry Lawson - Property  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, you may 
contact Derek at 641-430-3903.  

 

North Iowa Food for Fami-
lies is open on the 1st and 
3rd Mondays of the month, 

at the United Methodist 
Church in Buffalo Center, 

from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. They 
are looking for volunteers. If 

you would like to help, 
please contact Amy Walk at 

641-590-5845. They need 
help on Monday mornings 

to bring food in and on 
Monday afternoons to help 

distribute food.  Thanks! 

https://www.lcmc.net/mission-partners/water-missions-international/a658
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

201 4th St. NE 

P.O. Box 385 

Buffalo Center, IA   50424 

 

Phone 

641-562-2552 — office 

641-562-2553 — Pastor Eric 

Please feel free to reach out to us. 

If you have any questions or need assis-

tance, don’t hesitate to ask. Our church 

community is here to support you. 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

Faith, hope, and love make us available 

to our neighbors near and far. 

 

We’re on the web! 
https://bethlehemlutheranbc.com 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

And 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

https://www.bethlehemlutheranbc.com/

