
Bethlehem Lutheran Church      Buffalo Center, IA   50424 

JUNE 2025 

Oh, Bethlehem! 
Faith, hope, and love make us available 

for our neighbors near and far 

GREETERS & USHERS 
 
JUNE 
 *1 Beckett Jensen Family and Dana Greensky Family 
*8 Leighton Lawson Family and Irven & MaryAnn Olsen  
15 Rande & Mary Giesking and Dave & Kate Kakacek 
22 Randy & Jill Melz & Harlan Melz 
29 Glenda & Laurie Sapp & Andy Buchs 
 
JULY 
  *6 Dawn & Denny Meinders and Kyle Winter Family 
*13 Mike Baumann Family & Cheryl Baumann 
  20 Mark & Kim Ostermann and Rita Ellsworth 
  27 Bison Days - Ecumenical Worship at Post Office Park  
 

CALENDAR of EVENTS 
Please see the monthly calendar on page 9 
for all church activities this month.  

Prayers for our Members & Friends 
 

Jaya Fever            Carolyn Bartz 
Brian Bashans    Karen Buss 
Christina Coughlin    Deloris Steffensen   
Emily Schulz     Claire Rustemier-Hinz  
Roger Burnside    Joy Albert    
Emmagene Silber    Darlene Hofbauer 
Virginia Cooper    Harlan Melz 
Penny Mitchell        Dennis Hullstrom                 
Jason Christensen    Curtis Vaudt  
Dee Murra         Dawn Jensvold 
Pastor Mark Neumann (BLC’s deployed pastor)             

Birthdays for the month of June: 
  

    4 - Elsa Adams            23 - Robin Ullmann 
    6 - Amy Hagen        24 - Jill Melz  
  10 - Sandi Friest       25 - Cody Adams  
  11 - Evan Angstman   25 - Kelsey Bosma 
  11 - Kevin Ullmann      25 - Asher Kemnitz  
  13 - Dee Murra    26 - Henry Lappe  
  17 - Miles Thilges     27 - Brendan Price  
  19 - Colin Weaver              28 - Thomas Blodgett 
  23 - Drew Angstman   28 - Derek Thilges 
  23 - Norah Ernster              29 - Easton Paul 
  23 - Dave Kakacek   30 - Laurie Sapp        
  
**Please let me know if I’m forgetting anyone or if any dates are 
incorrect.  I’m planning on doing this monthly so I want to make 
sure I have everyone’s birthday on file! 

Our 2025 Church Council 
 

Derek Thilges - President 
Kelsey Bosma - Vice President 
Thomas Blodgett - Treasurer/Technology 
Kim Ostermann - Secretary 
Kelsey Bosma - Stewardship 
Grant Jacobs - Education 
Darryl Friest - Evangelism 
Katie Mathahs - Fellowship 
Darla Thompson - Worship 
Larry Lawson - Property  

Music and Mingle! 
 

Music and Mingle is scheduled for June 22,        
4 - 6 pm, at Lions’ Park. Nathan and Mindy   

Sletten will be entertaining us with their musical 
talents. Please see Kelsey Bosma if you would 
be interested in donating any items or services 

for the silent auction. Thank you! 
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One of Pickles’ favorite playmates is a Bernese Mountain Dog named Mabel. If you have 
never seen Mabel, let me tell you, there is definitely a size difference between the two of 
them. If Mabel wanted to, she could swat Pickles into Kossuth County with one swipe of 
her paw, but Mabel would never do that as she is such a sweet dog. Pickles, as many of you 
know, can be a little feisty at times and full of energy. He may be small, but he is mighty. I 
think that Pickles thinks that he is a big mountain dog twice Mabel’s size. And so, Pickles 
and Mabel will wrestle whenever they are fortunate enough to see each other on a walk. 
Pickles thinks he is getting the upper hand, but Mabel just lays there and humors him, occa-
sionally swatting him and trying to lay on him. Mabel could easily put Pickles in his place, 
but she is patient and loving with him, even trying to protect Pickles from other dogs that 
get a little rough, with him, for her liking. I give Pickles credit, though, for not letting his 
size deter him, but also, as I have seen in him, when Pickles needs a rescue, he knows 
where to find refuge. 
You have probably heard the phrase, “It is not the size of the dog in the fight that matters 
but rather the size of the fight in the dog.” That would definitely describe Pickles, but it also 
describes the Church. I have served in small churches most of my ministry career and I can 
tell you; it is not the size of the church in the “fight” but rather the size of the “fight” in the 
church. For the fight belongs to God and He has won that fight. Therefore, I have seen 
small churches do mighty things for the Kingdom. 
There is a song I have heard that has an interesting title, Dream Small, but then the lyrics 
tell a story that resonates with me: Dream small; Don't buy the lie, you've got to do it all; 
Just let Jesus use you where you are; One day at a time; Live well; Lovin' God and others 
as yourself; Find little ways where only you can help; With His great love; A tiny 
rock can make a giant fall; Dream small. I like that.  
So, let us take a page out of Pickles’ book and go after the “big dogs” knowing that an even 
bigger Dog has our back. “Dream small” and do big things. Amen. 

 

Pastor Eric 

 

 

 



FOOD BANK NEEDS 
for June: 
 
Cereal, Juice, Breakfast 
Bars, Lunch Crackers, 
Snack Crackers, Cookie 
Packets.  
 
Please drop off donations in the church 
narthex. Thank you! 
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Oh, Bethlehem! 

We have a few options for your giving here 
at Bethlehem. If you are a Thrivent member, 
you can direct your dollars to the church. We 
also have a very easy and simple way with 
our online giving. This QR code will access 
our website and take you to the Vanco giving 
page. Thank you!  
 
 

Council Committee Reports 

PROPERTY 
 
Wow, spring is flying by! In the 
past couple of weeks the parson-
age bathroom has been complet-
ed. The bathtub had a crack in it 
and had been leaking for some 
time. When we opened every-
thing up we also found a few oth-
er leaks that contributed to the 
water leak. We removed every-
thing that had moisture on it and  

 
replaced it with new. I think it 
turned out nice.  
Pastor Eric and Connie also 
bought a new kitchen faucet that 
was installed. A new window for 
the basement, in the northeast 
corner, has been purchased and 
will be installed soon. 
As for the church, we are working 
on adding a handrail on the left  
side of the stairs going to the     

 
balcony as well as fixing a couple 
pews.  Also a few more pieces of 
soffit fell in the recent windy days. 
I will see what I can do to find a 
match and get it fixed.  
As always, please reach out to 
me if you notice anything around 
that needs repaired and we will 
try and get it fixed asap! 
 
                    - Larry Lawson 

FELLOWSHIP 
 
Fellowship time in the so-
cial hall will continue. We 
will also continue rotating 
servers and volunteers 
within our work groups to 
ensure the same people 
are not always responsi-
ble for fellowship duties. 
 
Father's Day Brunch is 
being planned for June 15 
following worship at  
11am-1pm. There will  

 
 
be a sign up sheet in the  
kitchen for sign up, or you 
may contact someone on 
the Council to volunteer.  
 
We are helping North Io-
wa with meal coverage for 
summer school in June. 
Pastor and Connie, Thilg-
es Brothers and Ladies 
work groups are signed 
up for this.  
           - Katie Mathahs  

Celebrate the upcoming marriage of Jordan       
Ostrander and Dylan Petersen at a bridal shower 
on Sunday, June 29, at Bethlehem Lutheran.       
All are welcome from 11:00am--1:00pm.                 
Jordan is the daughter of Carolyn Ostrander-Bartz 
and Glen & Sue Ostrander.  

PROJECT FUND UPDATE 

Our project fund is now mostly depleted due to neces-
sary projects that needed to be completed. Next time 

God is calling you to give a little extra offering, we’d ap-
preciate it going to this fund.  The proceeds from Music 

& Mingle will also go toward the Project Fund.          
Thank you! 

Join us for Outdoor Worship on   
Sunday, June 15 @ 9:30 am!  

 
Please bring your golf cart or a lawn 

chair.  We will also reserve a few 
parking spots in front for those who 
would like to stay in their vehicle.  

 
Please stay after worship for a Father’s Day Brunch 

in the Fellowship Hall! 
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Oh, Bethlehem! 

 
Below are some pictures from our Confirmation Retreat. The weather was beautiful and everyone had a 

great time.  We couldn’t have asked for more. God is good! 

Left to right - starting at   
the top:  

 
1) The whole group  
2) Lesson time including a 

skit 
3) Bonfire and campfire 

songs 
4) Team building activities 
5) Team building activities  
6) Time to eat! 
7)    Kayaking & canoeing
  



Fellowship Serving Rotation:  
 

June 1 - Sunday School 
 

June 8 - Church Council 
 

June 15 - Work Group #1 
 

June 22 - Work Group #2 
 

June 29 - Work Group #3 

General Fund Giving  
(As of 05.27.25) 
 
 
Actual YTD:       
$59,481 

 

Budgeted YTD: $64,323 

 

Year to Date Deficit:  - $4,842 
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Oh, Bethlehem! 

 

Parsonage  
Bathroom  

Update 
 

Photos 1 & 2:  
The mold found 

under the tub and 
flooring. 

 

Sunday School Kids singing on Mother’s Day 

 

Photos 3 & 4:  
After it was         

finished. Larry did  
a great job! 

Senior Sunday! Ashlyn Bechler, Andy Buchs, 
Kaiden McGrady, and Brendan Price.                    

Absent: Alyssa Olson 
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Church Council Minutes 
May 12, 2025 

***Meeting Room*** 
Faith, hope, and love make us available for our neighbors near and far. 

  
Members present: Derek Thilges, Darla Thompson, Katie Mathahs, Larry Lawson, Darryl Friest, Thomas 
Blodgett, Kim Ostermann, Pastor Eric, Susan Jensen  
Absent: Grant Jacobs, Kelsey Bosma  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:36pm.. 
   
Pastor Eric opened with devotion and prayer. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
April minutes were approved by email. Motion by Larry; seconded by Kelsey  
 
President’s Report 
No new communication from the president.  
 
Treasurer’s Report – 
Savings Account: $59.02  
Checking Account: $13,004.32 
Youth: $4,627.28 
Line of Credit: 0  
Special Projects Account: $ 5,233.75 
Motion to approve made by Darla; seconded by Darryl; motion approved 
 
Committee Reports 
 
• Technology 
Anyone interested in helping with service technology can contact Thomas Blodgett. 
We are swapping out laptops in the conference room. HDMI sender update is complete. Thank you, Thomas. 
Pastor’s microphone sometimes cuts out. We’ll be ordering a new headset.  
We are exploring possibilities of a timer for ringing the church bell before worship.  
 
• Property 
We are still looking at replacement blinds for Pastor’s office.  
New vanity was installed in the parsonage bathroom. Project complete.  
Planning to install a small window replacement to stop water leaking into the parsonage. This is by a window 
well on the northeast corner.  
We plan to install an additional handrail for the balcony.  
Plunkett’s Pest Control was contacted regarding their services. Motion made by Thomas to hire them as our 
pest control; seconded by Larry; approved. 
  
• Worship 
 
April was a busy month for the Worship Committee with all the Easter happenings, but everything seemed to 
go well. Thank you to all who helped in any way with the various services.  
May 11th included Senior Recognition, Mother's Day, Sunday School Teacher Appreciation plus the kids 
singing on their last day of Sunday School!! Whew - that's a lot and we love being busy. With all these end-
ings for the summer let us remember to not take a vacation from our regular worship but keep coming as of-
ten as we can to the Sunday services.  
Three baptisms are scheduled for May 18th. Susan will do the certificates. Lorie & Susan will work together 
on spacing three names on the banner since space is an issue. Another baptism is scheduled for May 25th.  
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Sign up for upcoming communion servers.  
 May 18 – continuous – Darryl and Thomas  
 June 1 – at the rail – Derek  
 June 8 – continuous – Darla and Darryl  
 
• Stewardship 
Nate and Mindy Sletten were secured for Music & Mingle on June 22, 4-6 pm, at Lion’s Club Park in Buffalo 
Center. We are looking for silent auction donations. Contact Kelsey if interested. 
 
• Education 
The last day of Sunday School was May 11. We will want to retain and/or recruit teachers for the fall.  
We are also looking for a Sunday School Superintendent to replace Kelsey.  
Five students recognized at Senior Recognition: Alyssa Olson, Andy Buchs, Ashlyn Bechler, Brendan Price, 
Kaiden McGrady. Three $200 scholarships were awarded Alyssa, Ashlyn, and Brendan.  
Sunday School is down to provide fellowship coffee on June 1st.  
Vacation Bible School online registration is open for age 5 through incoming grade 6 as of fall 2025. The 
theme is “TRUE NORTH – Trusting Jesus in a Wild World.” It is scheduled for August 4-8 from 9:00am 
12:00pm with a meal from 12:00-12:30. Hosted by the First Congregational Church this year.  
ONLINE LINKS FOR VBS:  
Child Registration: https://bit.ly/438937F  
Volunteer Registration: https://bit.ly/3XvdIOO  
Donation Wish List: https://bit.ly/3ESy1jn  
 
 
• Fellowship 
Fellowship time in the social hall will continue. The fellowship rotation helps to cover every Sunday. 
June 1st – Sunday School, June 8th – Council (Baptisms May 18 & 25 – notify work groups of any plans) 
North Iowa School is asking for help providing meals for summer school again this year June 2—June 19. 
(Monday—Thursday.) Pastor and Connie will serve one day. Thilges’s are also providing for a day.  
Ladies’ work groups have signed up for the second week of June. 
Tuesday, June 10 – work group #3 
Wednesday, June 11 – work group #2 
Thursday, June 12 – work group #1 
We are working on organizing a Father’s Day Brunch for June 15 following worship. 
Start planning for guest night in September and possible speakers or program ideas. 
 
• Evangelism 
Men’s Bible Study meets on the third Saturday each month from 7:00-8:00am. Seven men attended on East-
er weekend. The next meeting is May 17  
 
Pastor’s Report 
 Lent/Easter Review 
A big thank you to the Worship Team for all the work they did behind the scenes to get ready. Special thanks 
to Susan for all she does for this ministry. We will be debriefing at our meeting next week. 
Five 5th graders received their First Communion on Maundy Thursday.  
The Ministerial Association received a good offering for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. This was so ap-
preciated since we have received several calls for assistance recently. 
 
 Education 
Confirmation classes wrapped up on April 30. A big thank you to the small group leaders: Susan, Jen, Ra-
chel, and Matt. The year-end retreat at Okoboji went very well. We are expecting 24 students in the fall (8 in 
each grade). Pastor is looking to add one more small group leader. 

QR CODE for Child Registration 

https://bit.ly/438937F
https://bit.ly/3XvdIOO
https://bit.ly/3ESy1jn
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1G finished the year with singing at Timely Mission. We stopped at the school park on the way back to 
church and enjoyed pizza provided by the Ministerial Association. Please keep the Middle School program in 
your prayers. We are having a hard time finding a good time to meet. 
Women’s Bible Study will begin study of the Book of Romans. Men’s Fellowship will study Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians. 
Sunday School wrapped up for the year. A BIG thank you to all the teachers and to Kelsey for her ministry 
being the superintendent. Pastor enjoyed teaching the 5th & 6th grade boys this year. 
 
 LCMC 
The new service coordinator, Julie Smith, began her duties on May 1. Mike Bradley will continue in an advi-
sory role until the Annual Gathering in October. 
Pastor Eric attended a LeaderCare retreat at Riverside Bible Camp that focused on mental formation. This 
was number four in a series of six (Relational, Spiritual, Emotional, Mental, Missional/Vocational, and Physi-
cal). All these aspects are intimately connected. 
 
 Community 
Pastor Eric is participating in Baccalaureate this year. He will be preaching and assisting with the presenta-
tion of two ministerial scholarships. 
Pastor Eric is preaching at the Bison Days outdoor ecumenical service in July. 
 
Office Report: 
The June committee reports will be from property and fellowship.  
We will not be publishing a July newsletter. 
May newsletter deadline is May 22. 
 
New Business: 
May Mission – global. Last month was LCMC (The regular rotation is LCMC, global, local). 
Motion made by Thomas to give to “Building Leaders for a Global Harvest.” Motion seconded by Larry; ap-
proved. https://www.lcmc.net/mission-partners/building-leaders-for-a-global-harvest/a334  
We discussed a new “Make a Difference” campaign. We will come up with an ongoing list of some specific 
items people could to donate to. This is only to help with better communication about possible ways to make 
a difference in our church 
 
Next meeting: Monday, June 9 at 6:30pm 
 
Motion to adjourn made by Darryl; seconded by Thomas; approved 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

**There will be no July Newsletter.  We will 
resume with the August Newsletter. 
 
Some dates to remember:  
 
June 26 - July 3: Susan is out of the office 
for vacation. 
 
July 1-6: Pastor is out of the office for vaca-
tion.  
 
July 25-27: Bison Days! 
 
July 27: Ecumenical Worship in Post Office 
Park, 9:30 am 
 
 

Dates: August 4-8 
Time: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm with lunch 
to follow 
Location: First Congregational 
Church, Buffalo Center 
 
Please scan the QR on page 7 to  
register for VBS! 

Buffalo Center Ecumenical Vacation Bible School! 

https://www.lcmc.net/mission-partners/building-leaders-for-a-global-harvest/a334
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

201 4th St. NE 

P.O. Box 385 

Buffalo Center, IA   50424 

 

Phone 

641-562-2552 — office 

641-562-2553 — Pastor Eric 

Please feel free to reach out to us. 

If you have any questions or need assis-

tance, don’t hesitate to ask. Our church 

community is here to support you. 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

Faith, hope, and love make us available 

to our neighbors near and far. 

 

We’re on the web! 
https://bethlehemlutheranbc.com 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

And 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

https://www.bethlehemlutheranbc.com/

