
Bethlehem Lutheran Church      Buffalo Center, IA   50424 

APRIL 2026 

Oh, Bethlehem! 
Faith, hope, and love make us available 

for our neighbors near and far 

GREETERS & USHERS 
 
  APRIL 
*2 Mya Ostermann Family and Levi Berggren Family  
 (Maundy Thursday) 
 *5 Confirmation Students (7:00 am)  
 *5 The Jensvold Family & Caleb Hagedorn Family      
 (9:30 am)  
*12 Khloe & Colson Wubben Family & Wyatt Olson     
 Family  
 19 Rita Ellsworth, Lorie Bierle, and Amy Walk 
 26 Riley Price Family and Mayah Hullstrom Family 
 
  MAY 
  *3 Brynlee Engelbarts Family and Mark & Deb Landheer 
*10 Jase Lawson Family and Ted & Darla Thompson 
 17 Tessa Holland Family and Jamie Price Family 
 24 Elsa Jacobs Family and Dana & Katy Greensky 
 31 Joel Boekelman Family and Kyle Frerichs Family 

CALENDAR of EVENTS 
 
Please see the monthly calendar on page 9 for all 
church activities this month.  

 

Prayers for our Members & Friends 
 

Jaya Fever            Carolyn Bartz 
Brian Bashans        Karen Buss 
Christina Coughlin    Deloris Steffensen   
Curtis Vaudt                Claire Rustemier-Hinz  
Roger Burnside    Emmagene Silber 
Nicky Shackleton    Joy Albert    
Dawn Jensvold       Harlan Melz 
Virginia Cooper    Leroy Weaver 
Penny Mitchell        Frances Ostermann     
Monica Tyler     Delores Griffin 
Marge Becker     Jason Christensen 
Jen McGrady         Doug Hofbauer  
Dean Swenson     Randy Holstad               
Pastor Mark Neumann (BLC’s deployed pastor)           

 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays for the month of April : 
  

  1 - Grant Jacobs    21 - Kyle Winter 
  8 - Kendall Kahler      22 - Brant Boekelman 
  9 - Jennifer Lawson   22 - Colson Wubben 
12 - William Jensvold  26 - Sophia Hagen 
14 - Laurie Corporon           28 - Lorie Bierle 
18 - Mayah Hullstrom          28 - Tate Engelbarts 
18 - Jace Kemnitz               30 - Brody Cooper               
18 - Jen McGrady                30 - Parker Johnson 
19 - Travis Hassebroek      30 - Jim Meyering 
21– Emma Thilges              30 - Frances Ostermann 
     
 

                  
Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
 
May 1-3 - Confirmation Retreat 
 
May 3 - Last Day of Sunday School  
 
May 3-6 - Pastor Eric gone at Leader Care         
       Retreat 
 
May 10 - Mother’s Day 
                - Sunday School Kids Sing 
                - Senior Recognition Sunday  
  - Pastor Eric at Timely Mission, 1:30 pm 
 
May 13 - Baccalaureate at North Iowa, 6:30 pm 
 
May 17 - Commencement at North Iowa, 2:00 pm 
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I can handle driving in most types of weather conditions, as long as I can see. But I am not a 

fan of driving in a raging snowstorm, and I definitely do not like dense fog. You know the 
type, the type that envelops you, so much so, that one can start to feel claustrophobic, like 
being totally wrapped in a blanket and then put into a confining box. Weather conditions 
like that scare me and thus will bring my wheels to a halt or a very slow, yet dangerous 

crawl. 

Paul talks about a similar thing when people are not “sober-minded” in 1 Thessalonians 5. 
To be sober-minded is to think and see clearly, unlike someone who is drunk or in a dense 

fog. You are children of the day, he says, not the night, so clear away the fog and see the 
truth. The fact is, Jesus was crucified, died and was buried, but on the third day he rose to 
new life for the forgiveness of sins. And now, Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father. And, 
as we continue to confess in the Apostles’ Creed, he will come again to judge the living and 

the dead. 

But those who are children of the night cannot see this. Not only are they drunk, but they are 
blind. Not only are their heads in a fog, but it is pitch blackness with no headlights. But you, 

Church, sober up and see the truth around you. Hear the words of the Lord and remember 

his promises. What God has said in the past has come true, and all He has promised through 
Jesus will come to fruition. Do not let the worries of life, oppression, persecution, sufferings, 

etc., drunken your view of the truth. Sober up and see Jesus. Sober up and know the Good 
News of His coming. Sober up and know that God will never let you go. Sober up and re-
member that evil has been defeated. 

But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, 
but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether 

we are awake or asleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage one another and 
build one another up, just as you are doing. [1 Thessalonians 5:8-11] 

So, there you go, the truth. Be encouraged and be built up that the glory of God may be 
known to those around you. Sober up and praise be to God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Fellowship Serving               
Rotation:  

 
Apr 5 - Confirmation      
  Easter Breakfast 
 
Apr 12 - Church Council  
 
Apr 19 - Work Group #1 
 
Apr 26 - Work Group #2 

We have a few op-
tions for your giving 
here at Bethlehem. If 
you are a Thrivent 
member, you can di-
rect your dollars to 
the church. We also 
have a very easy and 
simple way with our 
online giving. This QR 
code will  access our 
website and take you 
to the Vanco giving 
page. 
Thank you!  
 

 
 

 

General Fund Giving
(NOT including        

fundraisers) 
As of 03.25.26 

 
 

Actual YTD:   

$24,852 
 

Budgeted YTD:   

$36,696 
 

YTD Deficit:                 
-$11,844 
 

General Checking      
Balance (03.25.26): 
$3,002 
 

Project Savings         
Balance (03.25.26) 
$13,117 
 
General Savings        
Balance (03.25.26) $0 
 
Amount Borrowed on 
Bank Loan: $7,000 
 

This will be my final confirmation update of this school year. That is hard to believe. Coming 
up in April we have three more class sessions (April 15, 22, and 29) There is no class April 1 
and 8 due to Holy Week and Easter. The class will be involved with the Sonrise service and 
hosting the Easter breakfast. More information will be coming out to parents. And then our 
year-end finale – the retreat, May 1-3 at Okoboji Bible Camp. We have had a great time to-
gether this year and I am looking forward to ending the year on a high note. To God be all 
glory! 

FOOD BANK NEEDS for April: 
 
Canned or dried fruits, cake mixes, 
large size peanut butter, jelly, syrup, 
and boxed chicken or hamburger 
meals 
 
Please drop off donations in the 
church narthex or BC Library. Thanks! 

The decorating committee is purchasing 
spring flowers and decorations to brighten 
up the church. If you would like to donate 

to the fund in memory of loved ones, please 
let Susan know.  The deadline is April 1. 

8 
Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 

with him. 
9 
We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 

never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
10 

For the 
death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he 
lives to God. 

11 
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 

and alive to God in Christ Jesus.      

      - Romans 6:8-11 

North Iowa Food for Families is open on 
the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month, at 
the United Methodist Church in Buffalo 
Center, from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. They are 

looking for volunteers. If you would like to 
help, please contact Amy Walk at 641-590-
5845. They need help on Monday mornings 
to bring food in and on Monday afternoons 

to help distribute food.  Thanks! 
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Council Committee Reports 

EDUCATION 
 
There are just a few weeks left of the 25/26 Sunday School year. The year will conclude on May 3,   
but not without some joyful singing from the kids! Enjoy their voices on April 19 & May 10.  
As the year wraps up, here is a look at what some of the classes have been up to. 
 
In the seven weeks leading up to Easter, the 1st/2nd grade class has taken a deep dive into “What 
is Lent”, by creating their own Lenten booklets. (These books have been created by 1st/2nd grade 
Bethlehem teachers.) 
During these weeks, the kids discuss Lent, Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and, of course, Easter.  
Fun is sprinkled in with a parade, snacks of bread and wine (grape juice) and sending home treats 
for the kids to share the story of Jesus (how he was betrayed and all He endured) 
The class will recap it all with a Resurrection Easter Egg hunt and enjoy Palm “Sundaes” on Palm 
Sunday. (All the toppings have a meaning behind them.) 
“This is one of my favorite times of the year to share with these kids!” -Megan Ostermann 
 
Courtney Holland and her 3rd/4th grade class, have begun learning about the Fruits of the Spirit. So 
far, they have explored peace, joy, kindness, and gentleness. 
To introduce this series, the children helped create a tree on their classroom wall. At the moment, 
the tree is mostly covered in leaves. The class will continue to talk about how the Fruits of the Spirit 
are gifts given to them and they will grow stronger as they are practiced! Remembering: just like a 
tree is meant to produce fruit, not just leaves, we want others to see these fruits in our lives! 
 
Pastor Eric has enjoyed his time with the 5th/6th grade boys. Sunday mornings are spent “checking 
in” and talking about life. They continue to study the various stories out of the Gospels.  
Eric has also begun First communion classes with the 5th grade students. They will conclude the 
class, by making communion wafers for their First Communion on Maundy Thursday. (Thank you 
Lorie B for your help:) 
 
The 5th/6th grade girls have completed their study on the Fruits of the Spirit. They were encour-
aged to keep a journal on how they showed the Fruits and how the Fruits were shown to them. To 
complete the series, the girls volunteered at the North Iowa Food for Families. They will round out 
the year by reviewing the Easter story & serving fellowship!  
 
As the Sunday School year comes to a close, I’m already brainstorming & planning for the 26/27 
year. The numbers of BLC youth are strong! With those numbers, many helping hands are needed! 
Please reach out if your heart is led, to help, in anyway: teacher, sub, helper, music, donations, etc.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Megan Holland 
Education  
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Church Council Minutes 
March 9, 2026  

***Meeting Room***  
Faith, hope, and love make us available for our neighbors near and far.  

 
Members present: Derek Thilges, Darla Thompson, Thomas Blodgett, Megan Holland, Amy Walk,             
Larry Lawson, Kim Ostermann, Pastor Eric 
Absent: Jen McGrady, Katie Mathahs, Susan Jensen 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:09pm.  
 
Pastor Eric -- council devotions based on 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
 Pastor challenged us with the following questions: 
• Is the Bible useful for daily living? 
• What keeps you from reading the Bible as you would like to? What are your barriers to Bible reading? 
• The Barna Group reports Bible reading becoming less widespread, especially among the youngest adults. 

What do you make of this report? 
• How can we better encourage people to read the Bible more? 
• What would help you? 

 
President’s Report 
 
• Anyone interested in borrowing church equipment such as tables, chairs, roasters, etc. should communi-

cate with the church office. They contact the office when asking to reserve the building so it makes sense 
to contact them about borrowing any other items so we can track who used them last. 

• The church’s insurance is coming up for renewal March 12. There are some minor changes – nothing ma-
jor. 

 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
• The February 2026 minutes were approved via email. Motion by Larry; seconded by Jen. 
• Updates to the “Make a Difference Campaign.” A generous donation was made to cover some items on 

the list. A sub-committee of council members and congregational members is working to decide on the 
best distribution of this money. Cassie Willmert, Travis Hassebroek, Kelsey Bosma, Larry Lawson, and 
Megan Ostermann 

• Kim attended the grant writing workshop for Winnebago County Community Foundation. We may be able 
to qualify if we can show how a project benefits the community. Page two of the grant guidelines states: 
“Church requests that are for community-wide programs located in churches (such as food pantries, non-
religious based daycares, senior citizen meals, etc.) may be considered for funding.” Winnebago-2026-
Grant-Guidelines.pdf  April 15th is the deadline for the grant. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
• Savings Account: $0 
• Checking Account: $5,759.17 
• Youth: $4,789.67 
• Line of Credit: $7,000 
• Special Projects Account: $13,117.55 
Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by Megan, seconded by Larry; approved  
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Committee Reports  
 
Technology                                                                                                                                        

• Anyone interested in helping with service technology can contact Thomas Blodgett.                               

• We are checking into a different hosting possibility for the church website. 
 
Property 
 
• Soffit and fascia by the cross needs to be addressed. On hold for now. 
• New lights for the cross. One of the sockets is broken on the south side. Also on hold. 
• We are looking at replacing some windows in the parsonage. 
• Most breakers for the outlets in the kitchen needed to be switched to 2 pole due to sharing neutrals. The 

switch was completed, which should help with not tripping the breakers with higher wattage items. 
• It would be nice to install an electric 220 baseboard heater for the kitchen bathroom.  
• Note of interest – the switch by the 50 coffee maker goes to a box above the serving counter just in case 

someone wanted to add a light over the counter. 
• Another item of interest – there is an inactive pump in the boiler room that was noted as being installed in 

case of a future addition to the church. Our forefathers were forward thinkers! 
• Boiler is leaking – can’t be addressed until it’s not being used. Some hairline cracks in the exhaust pipe. 
• The water heater is old and needs updating. Replacing it would allow us to get rid of the LP tank – possi-

bly sell it. Derek made a motion to update the water heater, Thomas seconded; motion approved. 
 
Worship 
 
• We reviewed last year's Easter debriefing sheet and are on track for this year.  Music is getting confirmed. 
• First communion classes are set for March 8th & 22nd with 9 students. 
• The accompanist schedule was updated. The acoustic piano is being used more and sounds great. 

Thanks always to Cheryl and Mary Ann for sharing their gifts and the extra time it takes for practice. 
• Lenten services continue each Wednesday, The Church and the World. Worship at 7:00pm. 
• The next worship committee meeting is March 25th at 8:30 due to Pastor Eric being gone on the DC trip. 
• April 2: Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:00 pm with First Communion for Fifth graders. 

April 3: Good Friday Worship at First Congregational Church at 7:00 pm. 
April 5: Easter Sonrise Worship at 7:00 am 
Easter Breakfast Fundraiser 8:00 - 9:00 am 
Easter Celebration Worship at 9:30 am 

• Communion helpers needed: 
Maundy Thursday – April 2: (at the rail) – Megan 
Easter April 5 – sonrise (at the rail or continuous?) – Confirmation students 
Easter April 5 – 9:30am – Amy 
April 12: (continuous) – Megan, Amy 

 
Stewardship 
 
• Update about how Bethlehem can help meet the needs of North Iowa Food for Families. They are looking 

for volunteers on the 1st & 3rd Mondays at 10:00am to stock shelves and 2:45-5:00pm for distribution. 
Contact Amy Walk to sign up. A couple of people are needed for stocking in the morning, and five people 
are needed to assist with distribution. Updates will be coming as to future supply needs. Special thanks to 
Megan Holland’s fifth grade Sunday School students for their support stocking shelves 

• Music & Mingle Fundraiser is on the radar for June. (It was on June 22 of 2025 from 4:00-6:00.) 
• Amy is interested in planning quarterly community meals – no cost. Possibly with NI Food for Families. 
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Education 
 
• Fifth Grade First Communion classes meet with Pastor Eric on March 8 and 22. 
• Fifth Grade will make communion wafers with Lorie on March 29th in preparation for their First Commun-

ion on Maundy Thursday, April 2nd. 
• Sunday School sings during worship on March 22 
• Sunday School will be waving palm branches during the worship service on Palm Sunday, March 29th. 
• Sixth Grade will serve fellowship on March 29th. 
• April 26 – 6th grade students meet with Pastor Eric to learn about future confirmation duties in prepara-

tion for fall confirmation. 
• Teacher appreciation will be during the service on April 26. 
• Last day of Sunday School is May 3. Kids will sing in church on Sunday, May 10. 
 
Fellowship 
 
• Fellowship time in the social hall will continue. The fellowship rotation helps to cover every Sunday. 

March 29 – Sunday School 
April 5 – Easter Breakfast 
April 12 – Church Council – Darla, Megan, Amy 

• We are hosting a Community Spring Coffee on Thursday, April 9. Work Group #3 will coordinate. 
• If anyone has any feedback on the work groups or has had communication with anyone who would like to 

be added, please let Katie know or any of the work group co-chairs. 
 
Evangelism 
 
• Jen reported no updates. 
 

Pastor’s Report 
 
 Education 
1G wraps up on April 15 with singing at Timely Mission, playing at the park, and a pizza party. 
The end date for Confirmation is April 29 with the year-end retreat May 1-3. 
Bible studies continue for both men and women. The women are in Romans 6, and the men are in Philippi-
ans 2. 
 
 Worship 
Lenten services have been going well with 1 Thessalonians as the theme. 
The Holy Week schedule includes Maundy Thursday at Bethlehem – 7:00pm, Good Friday at First Congrega-
tional – 7:00pm, and Easter services at Bethlehem with two services – 7:00am & 9:30 am.  
 
 Ministerial Association 
There are three more meetings before the summer hiatus. We are reviewing scholarship applications soon 
and planning for baccalaureate. Pastor Kent Hillesland will be preaching this year since his daughter will be 
graduating. 
North Iowa Food for Families continues to go well. Financial donations have slowed down but we have built 
up a healthy balance. A big thank you to Megan Holland for bringing her Sunday School class to help stock 
shelves. 
 
 LCMC 
LCMC District Meeting is Thursday, March 12 at Badger, IA. 
There are a couple of upcoming retreats scheduled – one is May 3-6 at Riverside Bible Camp. The next one 
is August 18-21 at Okoboji Bible Camp. 
 



Annual Spring Coffee!  
Thursday, April 9 
9:00—10:30 am 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Fellowship Hall 
 

Freewill Donation  
 

Enjoy rolls, coffee, & fellowship while 
learning how to PROTECT yourself 

against fraud! 
 

Special Guest: Farmers Trust & Savings 
Bank 

Confirmation Easter Breakfast! 
 

Join us for egg bake, cinnamon rolls,   
fruit, and beverages. 

 

Sunday, April 5 
 

Serving will be from  8:00 - 9:00 am 
Bethlehem Lutheran Fellowship Hall 

 

Freewill Donation 
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Our 2026 Church Council 
 

Derek Thilges - President 
Darla Thompson - Vice President 
Thomas Blodgett - Treasurer/Technology 
Kim Ostermann - Secretary 
Amy Walk - Stewardship 
Megan Holland - Education 
Jen McGrady - Evangelism 
Katie Mathahs - Fellowship 
Darla Thompson - Worship 
Larry Lawson - Property  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, you may 
contact Derek at 641-430-3903.  
 

Pastor Eric will be traveling with the Destination D.C. students the week of March 15. Darla is covering 
worship on Sunday, March 15. Mike Holstad will cover Lenten worship on Wednesday, March 18.  
 
Office Report: 
Deadline for the April newsletter is March 23. Council report for April will include education.  
 
New Business: 
We plan to be more forthcoming in where our monthly mission dollars go and will announce this to the con-
gregation. The intent is to allow others to give to the same mission if their heart leads them to do so. Our 
regular rotation will be LCMC, global, local. March mission is local: Derek made a motion to donate to 
SMILE, Jen seconded the motion; approved. April mission is LCMC - $200 to district and $200 to national. 
Motion made by Amy, seconded by Darla; approved. 

The next council meeting is Wednesday, April 15 at 6:00pm. 

Motion to adjourn made by Thomas, seconded by Larry; approved. The meeting adjourned at 7:50pm. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

201 4th St. NE 

P.O. Box 385 

Buffalo Center, IA   50424 

 

Phone 

641-562-2552 — office 

641-562-2553 — Pastor Eric 

Please feel free to reach out to us. 

If you have any questions or need assis-

tance, don’t hesitate to ask. Our church 

community is here to support you. 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

Faith, hope, and love make us available 

to our neighbors near and far. 

 

We’re on the web! 
https://bethlehemlutheranbc.com 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

And 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

https://www.bethlehemlutheranbc.com/

