APRIL 2025

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Oh, Bethlehem!

Faith, hope, and love make us available
for our neighbors near and far

GREETERS & USHERS CALENDAR of EVENTS

Please see the monthly calendar on page 7 for all

APRIL church activities this month.

*6 Confirmation Students

*13 Leighton Lawson Family and Josh Mathahs Family S |

17 Tessa Holland Family & Joel Boekelman Family Prayers for our Members & Friends

*20 Easter Sonrise Service-Confirmation Students
*9:30 service- Mike Baumann Family

; ; ; Jaya Fever Carolyn Bartz
27 Duane Cooper Family & Kelly Sabin Family Brian Bashans Karen Buss
MAY (6th grade SS students & families) Christina Coughlin Deloris Steffensen
*4 Owyn Ostermann Family and Amelia Price Family Emily Schulz Claire Rustemier-Hinz
*11 Wyatt Bosma Family and Lily Pentico Family Roger Burnside Joy Albert
18 Brayden Berggren Family Emmagene Silber Darlene Hofbauer
25 Colson Wubben Family & Mayah Hullstrom Family Virginia Cooper Harlan Melz
Penny Mitchell Dennis Hullstrom
Jason Christensen Curtis Vaudt
1 ,,( - & Pastor Mark Neumann (BLC'’s deployed pastor)

ﬂ c ﬁFFEE

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
Thursday, April 10

9:00--10:30am
EVERYONE WELCOME - Freewill Donation

Rells, Cofffeecalke, Cofffee, Juice

and TIME SPENT WITH FRIENDSI Birthdays for the month of April:
Our 2025 Church Council 12 - William Jensvold 22 - Brant Boekelman
14 - Laurie Corporon 26 - Sophia Hagen

Derek Thilges - President 18 - Mayah Hullstrom 27 - Tate Engelbarts
Kelsey Bosma - Vice President 18 - Jace Kemnitz 28 - Lorie Bierle
Thomas Blodgett - Treasurer/Technology 18 - Jen McGrady 30 - Brody Cooper
Kim Ostermann - Secretary 19 - Travis Hassebroek 30 - Parker Johnson
Kelsey Bosma - Stewardship 21 - Emma Thilges 30 - Jim Meyering
Grant Jacobs - Education 21 - Kyle Winter 30 - Frances Ostermann
Darryl Friest - Evangelism
Katie Mathahs - Fellowship **Please let me know if I'm forgetting anyone or if any dates are
Darla Thompson - Worship incorrect. I’'m planning on doing this monthly so | want to make

sure | have everyone’s birthday on file!
Larry Lawson - Property y y
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On Monday, March 24, Mayah and I attended the Speech Showcase at the North lowa audito-
rium. We got to see and hear our talented speech team perform the acts they did at districts
and state. It was a lot of fun to see these students in action and appreciate all their hard work
and that of their teachers. One performance that caught my attention was a prose piece read
by Alexis Gray titled, You are Special, by Max Lucado. Here is a brief synopsis.
“Punchinello, a wooden Wemmick, struggles with self-worth due to the opinions of others,
until he visits Eli, the woodcarver, and learns that he is precious and loved just as he is, re-
gardless of his flaws or the opinions of others.”

As she started reading this story, I immediately remembered Connie and I reading this to our
children when they were younger. I turned to Mayah and said, “Do you remember this sto-
ry?” She shook her head no at first but continued to listen intently. A few moments later she
said, “Daddy, I remember this story now”, and when I turned to look at her, Mayah had a big
smile on her face. It was a heart-warming moment as Alexis continued the story. It was spe-
cial for me because it is a message I want my children, and all people, to know. And I hope
that that memory-triggering moment was something that shined a fresh light on an important
truth for her.

You see, our kids today hear so many messages and are bombarded by the opinions of others.
And with all those voices, it 1s sometimes hard to strain out the bad ones and hear the One
that truly matters. Granted, we do not have some woodcarver to run to in order to be remind-
ed that we are special, but our children have you and me speaking the words of God to them.
Remind your children, grandchildren, and the children around you how special they are.
Compliment and thank them for reading in worship. Praise them for performing at a school
concert. Encourage them in their activities. Remind them that they are loved. You and I are
special because our Creator God says so and He does not make any mistakes. And that is the
voice and message that truly matters.
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~  Conflrmation

A(ﬁ/) © Class Mews

Wow! This confirmation year is almost done. Where did the time go?! The last day of class will be
Wednesday, April 30, and then our year-end retreat is the following weekend, May 2-4. It has been a
joy teaching this class and watching these students grow in their faith. But before we end our year,
we have two more big events coming. The first is our youth-led worship service on Sunday, April 6.
The second will be our annual Easter breakfast on Sunday, April 20 between the two Easter services.
Thank you for all your support this year. Continue to pray for this class as they continue their faith

journey.

Council Committee Reports

EDUCATION

I's hard to believe our year will
be wrapping up soon! Our last
day of Sunday school is May
11th.

The kids have been busy with
classes and singing. They just
sang on March 16 (see picture
below) and will sing again on
Palm Sunday, April 13.

Our last day for the Sunday
school kids to sing will be on May
11 for Mother’s Day.

The 5th graders started their first
communion class on March 23 to
get prepared for their first com-
munion on Maundy Thursday,
April 17. On Palm Sunday, they
will also be baking the bread for
Maundy Thursday communion.
We’re looking forward to our Con-
firmation students leading wor-
ship on Sunday, April 6.

We’re purchasing flowers to brighten up the sanctuary on
Easter morning. If you would like to donate to the fund in
memory of loved ones, please let Susan know.

The deadline is April 13.

The Confirmation kids are also
gearing up for their end of the
year retreat to Okoboji on May 2-
4.

Scholarships are available for stu-
dents interested in attending Bible
camp this summer. Please see a
member of the church council or
talk with Susan if you have ques-
tions and/or would like us to know
you have a child registered.

- Grant Jacobs

We have a few options
for your giving here at
Bethlehem. If you are a
Thrivent member, you

General Fund Giving
(As of 03.27.25):

Actual YTD: $31,104

Budgeted YTD:
$36,756

I can direct your dollars to
the church. We also
have a very easy and
simple way with our

I online giving. This QR
code will access our

I website and take you to

I the Vanco giving page.

I Thank you!
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Church Council Minutes
March 10, 2025
***Meeting Room***
Faith, hope, and love make us available for our neighbors near and far.

Members present: Derek Thilges, Darla Thompson, Larry Lawson, Darryl Friest, Kelsey Bosma, Katie
Mathahs, Grant Jacobs, Thomas Blodgett, Kim Ostermann, Pastor Eric, Susan Jensen
Absent:

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm
Opened with devotion and prayer.

Secretary’s Report
February minutes motion to approve by Larry; seconded by Kelsey

President’s Report
A review of Bethlehem’s Strategic Plan as a reminder of what each committee should be focusing on. No
changes were made at this time. We will review again at the end of 2025 to consider making changes.

Treasurer’s Report —

Savings Account: $59.01

Checking Account: $12,027.23

Youth: $5,536.28

Line of Credit: 0

Special Projects Account: $5,232.88

Motion to approve made by Darla; seconded by Larry

Committee Reports

e Technology

Anyone interested in helping with service technology can contact Thomas Blodgett.

We are looking at two new HDMI senders to help with connection to the TVs.

Pastor’s microphone sometimes cuts out when he turns his head. We’re checking into it.

e Property

Balcony windows have some deterioration on the sill caused by condensation.

Looking into some possibilities for replacing the blinds in Pastor’s office.

The Narthex bathroom — cosmetic repair from electrical panel only needs a coat of paint.

Getting new quotes parsonage bathroom remodel. There is water leaking whenever the shower is used.
Water leaking into the parsonage will be addressed soon.

e Worship

The focus of the last worship committee meeting was on upcoming Lenten services beginning with Ash
Wednesday, March 5th. Pastor Eric prepared the ashes from last year's palms and offered communion at the
rail. The service numbers were small due to the blizzard. It was also live streamed with 10 people participat-
ing via the YouTube channel.

Consecutive Wednesday services will begin with a meal at 6:00 pm followed by the message at 6:45. Work
groups will serve the meals. These services will NOT be live-streamed, no bulletins or PowerPoints as per
usual. Pastor Eric shared a rough draft of Lent 2025 overview using Promises from the Psalms.

March 23rd and 30th, during the Sunday School hour, will be First Communion Classes for five 5th graders.
Lorie Bierle will again help students make communion wafers after the Palm Sunday worship service.
Maundy Thursday service will be at Bethlehem at 7:00 pm with fifth grade students receiving their first com-
munion. Good Friday will be at the Methodist Church. Easter is April 20th with two services being planned.
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Three baptisms scheduled for March 9 were postponed due to iliness. Lorie & Susan will work together on
spacing three names on the banner since space is an issue. Davie Mathahs’ baptism is scheduled for March
30th. Susan will do the certificates.

Accompanist schedules were updated as we continue to thank Cheryl and Mary Ann for their talents and ser-
vice to our church.

Sign up for upcoming communion servers.

April 6 (at the rail) — Youth Service

April 13 (Palm Sunday — no communion)

April 17 (Maundy Thursday at the rail) 7:00pm — Kelsey

April 20 (Easter 7:00am) continuous — Katie & Grant

April 20 (Easter 9:30am) 2 lines of continuous — Derek, Darryl, Larry

o Stewardship

The Valentine brownies fundraiser brought in $528. Many thanks to Kelsey for organizing.

Cookbooks can be picked up starting Sunday, March 16. They will also be available in town.

Nate and Mindy Sletten were secured for Music & Mingle on June 22 at Lion’s Club Park in Buffalo Center.
We are looking for silent auction donations. Contact Kelsey if interested.

e Education

Sunday School sings in church on March 16

Sunday School is down to provide fellowship coffee on March 16.
The council decided to help sponsor kids who wish to attend Bible Camp this summer. This includes $50 for a
2-night camp and $100 for a full week. We are looking for people interested in sponsoring these.

Vacation Bible School online registration opens May 1. Volunteers are needed. The theme is “TRUE NORTH
— Trusting Jesus in a Wild World.” It is scheduled August 4-8 from 9:00am-12:00pm with a meal from 12:00-
12:30. Hosted by the First Congregational Church this year. .

Volunteers may sign up online: https://bit.ly/3XvdIOO
(QR Code for sign up form)

e Fellowship

Fellowship time in the social hall will continue.
The fellowship rotation helps to cover every Sunday. The church council is scheduled to serve on March 23.
Katie is making bars, Darryl & Kelsey will start the coffee and help serve.

Note, we plan to keep the rotation fairly consistent. There will be times of special celebrations such as bap-

tism, confirmation, etc. that the serving group won’t need to provide snacks but should plan to make coffee

and help serve.

The Spring Coffee is planned for April 10 from 9:00—10:30am (work group #3 serving)

e Evangelism
Men’s Bible Study is planned for the 3rd Saturday of the month at 7:00am. This kicks off on March 15. Coffee
and rolls will be served with devotion and discussion about future plans.

Pastor’s Report

¢ Education

Confirmation students are working hard and doing a great job with worship notes. They’ll focus on preparing
for the youth-led worship service on April 6. The baked potato meal was a GREAT success — bringing in
$2500.

1G has had some weather cancellations. They are working to complete study of the Lord’s Prayer.
Women'’s Bible Study continues in the book of Titus. Men’s fellowship time starts Saturday, March 15
@7:00am and plans to meet the third Saturday of the month moving forward.

First Communion classes for 5th graders will be during Sunday School on March 23 and 30. Lorie Bierle will
assist with making communion bread on Palm Sunday, April 13. This will be served on Maundy Thursday
when they participate in their First Communion.
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+ Worship

Ash Wednesday was escorted in by a blizzard, but the service still went on.

Midweek Lenten Services are planned for 6:45pm. The theme is “Promises in the Psalms.” A meal is availa-
ble at 6:00pm provided by our church work groups.

Three baptisms scheduled for March 9 were postponed due to the illness of two children. They have been
rescheduled for May 18. Davie Mathahs will be baptized on March 30.

¢+ LCMC

Pastor is participating in various LCMC events:
District Leadership Event ~ “Raising up Leaders”
LCMC district meeting at Badger, IA on April 3
Leader Care Retreat May 4-7.

Office Report:

The March newsletter committee reports included stewardship and evangelism. The April committee report
will be from education.

April newsletter deadline is March 25.

New Business:

Discussion regarding switching to handing communion wine to people instead of them taking it from the tray.
We decided to continue as we have been but be mindful of people who may struggle picking up the cup.
Maybe set the cup off to a place in the tray where it’s easier to grab.

The church bell works from a toggle switch in the social hall closet. We plan to have the ushers ring the bell
at 9:30am. They will need to flip the toggle switch three times. Larry is working on getting it to work from the
balcony.

March Mission — local- (The regular rotation is LCMC, global, local).
March is local: Iglutheca --- This is a Pine Ridge Reservation ministry where Abram Neumann is the Execu-
tive Director. The motion was made by Darryl; seconded by Thomas; motion passed.
https://www.iglutheca.org/

Discussion about possibly trying to have Sunday School students support some of the Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion Schools in some way: https://friendsofpineridgereservation.org/

Fellowship Serving

Next meeting: Tuesday, April 15 at 6:30pm Rotation:

April Newsletter deadline: March 25 Apr 6 - Work Group #2

Motion to Adjourn made by Thomas; seconded by Darla; motion carried. Apr 13 - Work Group #3

Apr 20 - No Fellowship due

The meeting was adjourned at 8:38pm to Easter

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Apr 27 - Sunday School

<V\‘\‘\‘V\‘VVVVVVVVVVVVV\
S Upcoming Dates to Remember!

FOOD BANK NEEDS for April:

o Jello (box), jam, pudding cups, cereal, juice,

§ May 2-4 Confirmation Retreat in Okoboji
mayonnaise, canned chicken

May 4-7 Pastor gone for Leader Care Retreat
S May 11 Senior Recognition Sunday
S May 11 Mother’s Day

May 11 Sunday School Kids sing, last day of SS
S May 14 Baccalaureate @ North lowa Auditorium
$ May 18 North lowa Graduation

Please drop off donations in the o1
church narthex. Thank you!

NN AN AN NN NA

NAALLALAALAL LSS
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. Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
201 4th St. NE

P.O. Box 385

Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Phone
641-562-2552 — office
641-562-2553 — Pastor Eric

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We're on the weh! And
https://bethlehemlutheranbc.com BETHLEHEMSLéJJgg'EAN SUNDAY

Please feel free to reach out to us.

If you have any questions or need assis-
tance, don't hesitate to ask. Our church
community is here to support you.

Our Mission Statement:

Faith, hope, and love make us available
to our neighbors near and far.
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