MAY 2025

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Oh, Bethlehem!

Faith, hope, and love make us available
for our neighbors near and far

GREETERS & USHERS Prayers for our Members & Friends
MAY (6th grade SS students & families) Jaya Fever Carolyn Bartz
*4 Owyn Ostermann Family and Wyatt Bosma Family Brian Bashans Karen Buss
11 Amelia Price Family and Lily Pentico Family Christina Coughlin Deloris Steffensen
*18 Brayden Berggren Family & Colson Wubben Family Emily Schulz Claire Rustemier-Hinz
25 Mariah Roth Family & Mayah Hullstrom Family Roger Burnside Joy Albert
Emmagene Silber Darlene Hofbauer
{UNE . . Virginia Cooper Harlan Melz
1 Beckett Jensen Family and Dana Greensky Family Pennv Mitchell Dennis Hullstrom
*8 Leighton Lawson Family and Irven & MaryAnn Olsen Jasor¥Christensen s Vs
15 Rande & Mary Giesking and Dave & Kate Kakacek Dee Murra
22 Randy & Jill Melz ,
29 Glenda & Laurie Sapp & Andy Buchs Pastor Mark Neumann (BLC’s deployed pastor)
CALENDAR of EVENTS

Please see the monthly calendar on page 9
for all church activities this month.

Our 2025 Church Council

Birthdays for the month of May :

Derek Thilges - President
Kelsey Bosma - Vice President

3 - Courtney Boekelman 17 - Darryl Friest Thomas Blodgett - Treasurer/Technology

3 - Doug Ostermann 18 - Brock Jensen : _

4 - Brian Bashans 18 - Lillian Winter e s
4 - Andy Buchs 19 - Jodi Adams Grant Jacobs - Education

5 - Dawn Meinders 19 - Jazmyn Pilot Darryl Friest - Evangelism

9 - Tammy Price 23 - Vonnie Pilgrim-Bosma | | katie Mathahs - Fellowship
10 - Genna Baumann 23 - Riley Price Darla Thompson - Worship
10 - Mary Giesking 25 - Luke Baumann Larry Lawson - Property

14 - Neely Jensen 25 - Mark Ostermann

15 - Sandra Johnson 30 - Kevin Hagen

!
15 - Carter Wubben s e Dovies
Bridal shower for Jordan Ostrander
**Please let me know if I'm forgetting anyone or if any dates are on Sunday, June 29, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
incorrect. I'm planning on doing this monthly so | want to make in the Fellowship Hall.

sure | have everyone’s birthday on file!
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I have a piece of paper, to my right, hanging on my bulletin board in my study. The paper
lists all the activities and important dates pertaining to our youth. I compiled this list last
year because it became hard to remember all the things we do with and for our youth. I did
not want to forget something or someone. As time moves along, I cross items off the list.
Now, I look at the list and there are only three more dates of note that are left. How can that
be? Where did the time go? It almost feels like yesterday that we began the year by blessing
backpacks and then our education programs/ministries commenced. Students were con-
firmed, 3™ graders received Bibles, the confirmation students put ona Living Nativity and
the Sunday school students proclaimed the Christmas story. Five 5™ graders received their
First Communion and our confirmation class led a worship service. We created memories
through 1G, Sunday school, and confirmation. We saw growth, smiles and laughter. And
now, the school year is nearly over, and summer vacation is close at hand. Soon all will be
quiet around here. But we are not done, not by a long shot. The summer season will be here,
but that is just an interim time to prepare for the coming Fall.

Soon, I will be planning for another year. Soon, the 2025-26 version of the “Schedule of
Youth Activities” will be on my bulletin board. Soon we will be wondering where the sum-
mer went but we will be ready. Though my “Schedule of Youth Activities" list is nearly
done for 2025, may our youth never leave your thoughts or prayers. Remember, it takes a
village/church to raise a child. So, thank you to the many people that have been involved in
the lives of our youth, not just here but throughout our community. Your love and passion
for our youth is one of the many reasons why this is a great community in which to live.
And so, as much as [ am looking forward to summer, I can hardly wait until we begin the
cycle again. To God be all glory, always and forever, Amen.

Pastor Eric
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Well, this is my final entry until August. The last day of class is April 30 and our year-end retreat is
May 2 — 4 at Okoboji Bible Camp. We have 24 students (from three churches) and 9 adults attend-
ing. It has been a great year, and [ am going to miss these students. In October, three will be affirm-
ing their baptism on Reformation Sunday, but eight new 7th graders will be beginning their confir-
mation journey. That will bring our class to 24 students (eight in each grade). Exciting times contin-
ue to happen. Thank you for all your support and remember, please continue to pray for these young
people.

e s 2y | [ W e oo (O

Above: The confirmation class that led worship on April 6.

Right: The church decorated for Easter morning.

] ) Fellowship Serving General Fund Giving
Music and Mingle! Rotation: (As of 04.27.25)
Don'’t forget that Music and Mingle is Mav 4 - Work G #1
scheduled for June 22 at Lions’ Park. W orie Sroup Actual YTD: $50,183

Nathan and Mindy Sletten will be entertain- May 11 - Church Council
ing us with their musical talents.
Please see Kelsey Bosma is you would be May 18 - Work Group #2

willing to donate any items or services for
i ion. Y Date Deficit: -$1,
the silent auction May 25 - Work Group #3 ear to Date Deficit: -$1,888

Budgeted YTD: $52,071
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Oh, Bethlehem!

Clockwise from left:

Sunday school kids singing on Palm
Sunday.

Kids Handbell Choir playing during offer-
ing on Palm Sunday.

Brynlee and Tessa rolling out the com-
munion wafer dough.

Pastor Eric talking with Brynlee, Tessa,
Elsa, and Joel about the wine. They
each tried it that morning and they did
not enjoy it!

Lorie helping the first communion stu-
dents make communion wafers for
Maundy Thursday.
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Council Committee Reports

PRESIDENT

It's been a great start to the
year at Bethlehem. We've had
some really great special ser-
vices for Easter and I'd like to
thank everyone who has
helped make those go so well,
especially the kids who took
over for a whole service. We're
blessed to have such an active

youth and youth leaders. It's
one of the things we’re most
proud of at Bethlehem.

As far as day to day, it’s been
pretty quiet so far this year. No
major expenses have jumped
out at us, knock on wood.
We're still exploring options for
grants to maybe aid in keeping
our church up to date but no
news yet. We are looking for-

ward to music and mingle
fundraiser coming up in June
and we are still looking for do-
nations for the silent auction.
Goods and services are all ac-
cepted. Last time was a great
turnout and | hope this one is
even better.

- Derek Thilges

WORSHIP

April has been a busy month
for your Worship Committee
with the Easter activities in our
church. We are blessed with
so many working behind the
scenes who make it appear
seamless. Thank you to eve-
ryone including our youth.

Maundy Thursday included our
first communion kids which is
an important step in their faith
journey. Let's encourage them
when we can along with all our
confirmation students.

Ecumenical services were
Maundy Thursday at Bethle-
hem and Good Friday at the
Methodist Church. Confirma-
tion students did the Sonrise
Service plus provided a deli-
cious breakfast followed by our
Festival Service led by Pastor
Eric, all to glorify our risen Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. He is
Risen, He is Risen Indeed!!

Music at both services includ-
ed brass played by Kelsey
Bosma, Carter Wubben and
Connie Hanson-Hullstrom plus
Bekah Jensvold singing. We
are grateful to those who share
their talent as it is so moving,

adding to the emotion of the
day. Thank you to Connie for
helping coordinate.

Mother's Day and Senior
Recognition will be May

11th, and plans are in place for
both. That is also Sunday
School's last day with teacher
appreciation and the kids will
sing.

As always, feel free to contact
any member of your Worship
Committee with any question
or concern you may have so
we can address it together.

Thanks to all, Darla Thompson

FOOD BANK NEEDS for May:

Cereal, large juice, snack
crackers, canned peaches,
canned pears,

mandarin oranges

Please drop off donations
in the church narthex.
Thank you!

*
‘Ao <

We have a few options for your giving here
at Bethlehem. If you are a Thrivent member,
you can direct your dollars to the church. We
also have a very easy and simple way with
our online giving. This QR code will access
our website and take you to the Vanco giving
page. Thank you!
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Church Council Minutes
April 15, 2025
***Meeting Room***
Faith, hope, and love make us available for our neighbors near and far.

Members present: Kelsey Bosma, Darla Thompson, Larry Lawson, Thomas Blodgett, Darryl Friest, Kim Os-
termann, Pastor Eric, Susan Jensen
Absent: Grant Jacobs, Katie Mathahs, Derek Thilges,

The meeting was called to order at 6:33pm by Vice President Kelsey Bosma.
Opened with devotion and prayer.

Secretary’s Report
March minutes were approved by email. Motion by Derek; seconded by Darla

President’s Report
No new communication to the president

Treasurer’s Report —

Savings Account: $59.02

Checking Account: $7,804.72

Youth: $4,156.28

Line of Credit: 0

Special Projects Account: $ 5,233.32

Motion to approve made by Darla; seconded by Larry; motion approved

Committee Reports

e Technology

Anyone interested in helping with service technology can contact Thomas Blodgett.
New HDMI sender is here and will be connected soon.

Pastor’s microphone sometimes cuts out - Thomas is looking into it.

e Property

Update on replacing the blinds in Pastor’s office.

The bathroom remodel is almost done. There was more damage than expected. The flooring will need to be
replaced. Thomas moved to approve an additional $1,000 for a new vanity and flooring to finish the project
right. Darla seconded; motion approved.

Planning a small window replacement to stop water leaking into the parsonage. This is by a window well on
the northeast corner.

We are planning to install an additional handrail for the balcony.

Thank you to Larry and his sons for raking the lawn around the church.

e Worship

The Worship Committee met on March 18th and went over details of the upcoming Easter services including
the music, Sonrise breakfast needs, and taking down the curtain between services so it isn't a distraction.
First communion students baked communion wafers on Palm Sunday that will be used for the Maundy Thurs-
day service. Lorie Bierle assisted them. Thank you, Lorie! Willing volunteers make things run smoothly and all
are very much appreciated.

Maundy Thursday service will be at Bethlehem at 7:00 pm with fifth grade students receiving their first com-
munion. Good Friday service is at the Methodist Church.

Easter is April 20th with two services.

7:00am — Sonrise Service
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8:15--9:15am — Easter Breakfast

9:30am — Easter Festival Brass Service

Three baptisms are scheduled for May 18th. Susan will do the certificates. Lorie & Susan will work together
on spacing three names on the banner since space is an issue.

Another baptism is scheduled for May 25th.

Sign up for upcoming communion servers.

April 17 (Maundy Thursday at the rail) 7:00pm — Darla

April 20 (Easter 7:00am) continuous — Katie & Grant

April 20 (Easter 9:30am) 2 lines of continuous — Derek, Daryl, Larry

May 4 (at the rail) Kelsey

May 18 (continuous) Darryl, need one more person (North lowa graduation day)

o Stewardship

Cookbooks — the interest has been good. Cookbooks are available for sale at the hardware store. We'll also
be checking about putting them in the grocery store.

Nate and Mindy Sletten were secured for Music & Mingle on June 22 at Lion’s Club Park in Buffalo Center.
We are looking for silent auction donations. Contact Kelsey if interested.

e Education
Sunday School sings in church on May 11. Sunday School teachers will also be recognized. This is the last
day of Sunday School until fall.

Sunday School is down to provide fellowship coffee on April 27.

The council decided to help sponsor kids who wish to attend Bible Camp this summer. This includes $50 for a
2-night camp and $100 for a full week.

Vacation Bible School online registration opens May 1. Volunteers are needed. The theme is “TRUE NORTH
— Trusting Jesus in a Wild World.” It is scheduled August 4-8 from 9:00am-12:00pm with a meal from 12:00-
12:30. Hosted by the First Congregational Church this year. -

Volunteers may sign up online: https://bit.ly/3XvdlOO
(QR Code for sign up form)

¢ Fellowship

Fellowship time in the social hall will continue. The fellowship rotation helps to cover every Sunday.

Note, we plan to keep the rotation fairly consistent. There will be times of special celebrations such as bap-
tism, confirmation, etc. that the serving group won’t need to provide snacks but should plan to make coffee
and help serve.

The Spring Luncheon was held on April 10. About 30 people attended with a couple take-out requests for
Farmers Trust & Savings Bank and Central States Agency. Freewill donations brought in $303.

Lenten meals were not well attended. Do we consider an alternative plan for next year?

North lowa School is asking for help providing meals for summer school again this year. They will run a Mon-
day—Thursday schedule from June 2—June 19. Pastor and Connie will serve one day. We will reach out to
Thilges’s to see if they want to sign up for a day again this year.

Ladies’ work groups were signed up for the second week of June.

Tuesday, June 10 — work group #3

Wednesday, June 11 — work group #2

Thursday, June 12 — work group #1

o Evangelism

Ten men attended the kick-off meeting for the Men’s Bible Study. They plan to meet on the third Saturday
each month from 7:00-8:00am. The next Men’s Bible Study is Saturday, April 19. It will focus on the post-
resurrection account in Luke 24: 13-35.

Page 7



. Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Pastor’s Report

+ Education

The confirmation year will wrap up very soon — culminating with the year-end retreat. The beach house at
Okoboji will be FULL. Susan is helping with behind-the-scene details. Jen McGrady is in charge of menu.
The Youth Service on April 6 was a great success.

Confirmation students are serving Easter breakfast with setup on Saturday, April 19.

1G is ending for the year on April 23 with singing at Timely Mission. The second half of the year was crazy
with various weather cancellations. About 20 students have been attending.

Women’s Bible Study finished the book of Titus. Looking at what to study next.

Men’s Fellowship had their first Bible Study with about 10 men present. Linda Berhow made her famous cin-
namon rolls — thank you, Linda! They plan to meet the third Saturday of each month.

+ Worship

Lenten worship services went well. Confirmation students were required to attend.

Five students are receiving their First Communion on Maundy Thursday. They attended two classes and par-
ticipated in making bread on Palm Sunday.

Maundy Thursday Service is at Bethlehem at 7:00pm. Good Friday Service is at the Methodist Church at
7:00pm.

Easter services are 7:00am (contemporary) and 9:30am (traditional with brass). Easter breakfast is in be-
tween services.

¢+ LCMC

Pastor Eric will participate in the LeaderCare Retreat May 4-7 at Riverside Bible Camp.

Pastor Eric attended the district LCMC council meeting Thursday, April 3. They are working on the annual
gathering in November — trying to determine the hot button topics about which people want to learn more.
More churches are joining LCMC. Clergy shortage is still a very real thing.

¢+ Community

Pastor Eric received an email from Andrew Shaw to say the new county newspaper is not removing anything
from the paper, rather they are adding Forest City coverage. The clergy articles will continue. They will add a
second clergy corner if Forest City pastors want to submit articles.

Pastor Eric is preaching at Baccalaureate this year; Wednesday, May 14 at 6:30pm.

Pastor Eric is preaching at the Bison Days outdoor ecumenical service in July.

Office Report:

The April newsletter committee report was from education. The May committee reports will be from president
and worship committee.

May newsletter deadline is April 24.

New Business:

The church bell works from a toggle switch in the social hall closet. We are getting a plan in place for ringing
it.

April Mission — LCMC — (The regular rotation is LCMC, global, local).

April is LCMC - $200 to district, $200 to national motion by Thomas; seconded by Darryl; approved.

Next meeting: Monday, May 12 at 6:30pm

April Newsletter deadline: April 24

Motion to Adjourn made by Thomas; seconded by Larry; approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:46pm.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
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. Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
201 4th St. NE

P.O. Box 385

Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Phone
641-562-2552 — office
641-562-2553 — Pastor Eric

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We're on the weh! And
https://bethlehemlutheranbc.com BETHLEHEMSL‘;JFTISE'EAN SUNDAY

Please feel free to reach out to us.

If you have any questions or need assis-
tance, don't hesitate to ask. Our church
community is here to support you.

Our Mission Statement:

Faith, hope, and love make us available
to our neighbors near and far.
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