AUGUST 2025

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Oh, Bethlehem!

Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Faith, hope, and love make us available
for our neighbors near and far

GREETERS & USHERS

AUGUST

*3 Joe Angstman Family and Josh Mathahs Family
*10 Derek Thilges Family and Jim & Karen Meyering
17 Amy Walk, Mary Badje, and Jackie Larson

Prayers for our Members & Friends

Jaya Fever

Brian Bashans
Christina Coughlin
Emily Schulz

Carolyn Bartz

Karen Buss

Deloris Steffensen
Claire Rustemier-Hinz

24 Logaq W_iIImert Family and Ray Bosma & Vonnie Roger Burnside Joy Albert
Pilgrim-Bosma . Emmagene Silber Harlan Melz
31 Brad Kemnitz Family & Kim Thompson Virginia Cooper Leroy Weaver

Penny Mitchell Marge Becker
SEPTEMBER _ Curtis Vaudt Charlie Schaefer
7 Caleb Hagedorn Family and Deb & Mark Landheer Dawn Jensvold Jason Christensen
*14 Doug & Kim Ostermann and Tate Engelbarts Family Joan Sunde

21 Lori Bierle and Ted & Darla Thompson

28 Norah Blodgett Family & Thomas & Amanda Blodgett Pastor Mark Neumann (BLC’s deployed pastor)

CALENDAR of EVENTS
Please see the monthly calendar on page 7 for
all church activities this month.

Join us for Outdoor Worship on
Sunday, August 24 @ 9:30 am!
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Birthdays for the month of August: e D

lawn chair. We will also reserve a
L few parking spots in front for

oy = those who would like to stay in
their vehicle.

1 - Amanda Pentico

1 - Cassondra Willmert

2 - Mike Baumann

5 - Jeff Ostermann

6 - Alyssa Olson
13 - Brynlee Engelbarts
13 - Kaiden McGrady
14 - Tracy Jutting
16 - Rebekah Jensvold
16 - Lauren Thilges

17 - Marty Schaefer
18 - Alyssa Kemnitz
18 - Josh Mathahs
21 - Marlys Dotseth
22 - Jensen Mathahs
23 - Meggon Jacobs
25 - Elizabeth Olson
26 - Beckett Jensen
28 - Tate Corporon
30 - Leah Willmert

Kids - Please bring your backpacks
for the Blessing of the Backpacks!

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
Thank you for the quilt. | will use it.
-Andy Buchs

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,

**Please let me know if I'm forgetting anyone or if any dates are
incorrect. I’'m planning on doing this monthly so | want to make
sure | have everyone’s birthday on file!

Thank you for providing meals during summer
school. We appreciate your support.
- North lowa Community Schools




. Bethlehem Lutheran Church

[ spent a lot of time at the county fair because Mayah joined 4H earlier in the year. She had three pro-
jects in the 4H building and then she and Mackenzie Willmert performed a dance they choreo-
graphed. But also, Mayah wanted to be there to support her other 4H friends, and so I obliged. On
Thursday I sat there and wrote a sermon. On Friday and Saturday, I found a nice, shaded bench and
got a lot of reading done. When I was not reading, [ was people watching. No, I was not stalking or
trying to invade privacy, rather | was watching people walk by and enjoying the traffic. [ took note of
the smiles on the faces of the children and watched them walk/run from here to there. I watched
families enjoy quality time together while eating some yummy fair food. I noticed the busy fair board
and volunteers working hard to make the fair a great experience for all. I had some causal conversa-
tions with people who would see me sitting on that bench. But as [ watched people, I also wondered
about their stories.

[ was busy, but it was a good busy, an important busy. | mean, how many times do you just sit and
pay attention to people? I do not do that nearly enough when I am “out there”. Like most, [ get busy
with life, work, kid activities, going from here to there and sometimes I miss the people walking by.
Like many, I become oblivious that they might have a story. I allow myself to get lost in the crowd
and/or just go along with the busy flow. But on fair Friday and Saturday I just sat and watched. 1
know there are stories out there, a lot of them. Maybe the fair was not the time to probe those sto-
ries, but maybe next time when [ am out in the busy flow, [ will remember that Friday and Saturday
and make more of an effort to search out and listen to those stories.

How about you? Are you watching and paying attention to the world around you? Are you on the
lookout out for those stories? Are you taking the time? Try people watching sometime or just pay at-
tention. You might be surprised at what people want to share, because sometimes people just need
someone to listen. They just need someone to know their story. They just need to know that some-
one cares. Let us listen to stories and in doing so tell THE Story. Amen.

Buffalo Center Ecumenical Vacation Bible School!

Dates: August 4-8

Time: 9:00 am — 12:00 pm with lunch to follow
Location: First Congregational Church, Buffalo Center
Please scan the QR code to register for VBS!
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Council Committee Reports

TREASURER

We are currently 57.35% of the way
through the year. We are only at
51.15 % of our budget. We have
been able to get through the year
with a steady cash flow. However,
this can change in a moments notice.

Bethlehem is doing great things, and
that is in part to our budget. If we
want to continue to thrive and grow,
then we must give. I know summer is
a busy time of the year. It’s easy to
get distracted with everything going
on. Summer is also when the Church
hurts the most for money. So, I ask

Oh, Bethlehem!

you keep that in consideration every
Sunday. I am proud of everything we
are doing as a Church, and it could
not be done without you. I hope eve-
ryone is having a great summer!

Treasurer - Thomas Blodgett
Thomas Blodgett

STEWARDSHIP

Hello Bethlehem family- as we are in
the beginning of August, I am re-
flecting on what a great summer it
has been, as well as the excitement of
some upcoming events!

In June, we had an awesome Music
& Mingle event, full of great enter-
tainment, good food, and silent auc-
tion fun! We were able to raise a to-
tal of $3,082, which definitely helps
this time of year. We have invited
Nate and Mindy back for another
mingling next year!

Please join us as we celebrate the parents-to-be

Jake & Kenzy (Jensvold) Lindblom!

Saturday, August 16, 2025 10 am—12 pm

Bethlehem Lutheran Fellowship Hall

The couple is registered at Target & Amazon.

RSVP to Bekah at 515.250.7303.

We look forward to many things in
the fall, like youth classes starting
back up, the anticipation of fall har-
vest, and one of my personal favor-
ites- Drive through Soup Supper!
This annual event is sure to return
this October, and the date is currently
being nailed down with our volun-
teers. If you’d like to be a part of this
event, whether making apple dessert,
donating time to work the event, or
even a monetary donation to help
offset grocery costs, please reach out
and we will get your name on the
list.

I hope everyone is enjoying the slow-
er days of late summer and that we
start seeing more of you back at
church on Sundays too! I am making
it a priority to get myself back in the
swing of things and back in the
church pew! We are all so busy, but
the time is now to nurture our faith &
to lead by example for our neighbors,
our children, and our own families.
Blessings to you all,

Kelsey Bosma, Vice President &
Stewardship

Balo:

Fellowship Serving General Fund Giving
Rotation: (As of 07.28.25)
Aug 3 - Work Group #2 Actual YTD:
$77,345
Aug 10 - Work Group #3
Budgeted YTD:
Aug 17 - Sunday School $91,890 @
Aug 24 - Church Council YTD Deficit:
Aug 31 - Work Group #1 ||~ e

Our 2025 Church Council

Derek Thilges - President

Kelsey Bosma - Vice President/Stewardship
Thomas Blodgett - Treasurer/Technology
Kim Ostermann - Secretary

Grant Jacobs - Education

Darryl Friest - Evangelism

Katie Mathahs - Fellowship

Darla Thompson - Worship

Larry Lawson - Property

Center has CLOSED.

if anything changes.

The Food Bank in Buffalo

We will provide an update

|
|
|

We have a few options for your giving I
here at Bethlehem. If you are a Thrivent
member, you can direct your dollars to I
the church. We also have a very easy
and simple way with our online giving.
This QR code will access our website
and take you the Vanco giving

Thank you!

page.
i
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. Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Church Council Minutes
July 14, 2025
***Meeting Room***
Faith, hope, and love make us available for our neighbors near and far.

Members present: Derek Thilges, Kelsey Bosma, Katie Mathahs, Larry Lawson, Darryl Friest, Thomas
Blodgett, Kim Ostermann, Pastor Eric
Absent: Darla Thompson, Grant Jacobs, Susan Jensen

The meeting was called to order at 6:05pm
Pastor Eric opened with devotion and prayer.

Secretary’s Report

e June minutes were approved by email. Motion by Darla; seconded by Derek. There was no July newslet-
ter to publish the minutes.

o Suggested items for Make a Difference Campaign. Kim started a list - looking for suggestions. This can
be an ongoing list of some specific items people could donate to. This is only to help with better communi-
cation about possible ways to make a difference in our church.

President’s Report
No new communication from the president.

Treasurer’s Report —

Savings Account: $59.03

Checking Account: $8,183.62

Youth: $2,253.67

Line of Credit: 0

Special Projects Account: $4,119.50

Motion to approve made by Kelsey; seconded by Larry; approved

Committee Reports

e Technology

Anyone interested in helping with service technology can contact Thomas Blodgett.
The laptop has been replaced in the Conference room. Thank you, Thomas.
Pastor’s microphone sometimes cuts out. We'll be ordering a new headset.

We are exploring possibilities of a timer for ringing the church bell before worship.

e Property

We are still looking at replacement blinds for Pastor’s office.

Planning to install a small window replacement to stop water leaking into the parsonage.

This is by a window well on the northeast corner.

Brackets are installed for an extra handrail for the balcony.

The city garbage truck clipped an upper corner of the church building by the kitchen entrance. Larry is looking
into repairing it.

e Worship

The Worship Committee met June 17th and reviewed things as being set for Music & Mingle at the Heritage
Town Center on the 22nd.

The outdoor service set for June 15th was moved inside due to weather. We talked about the possibility of
having an outdoor service in conjunction with the blessing of the backpacks at the end of August.

Bison Days ecumenical service is July 27th.

The council approved moving forward with the purchase of a keyboard/acoustic piano and it was presented to
the congregation as an opportunity to donate the funds yet needed.
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. Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Pastor Eric's and Susan's vacation schedules were presented, and all is or will be set for pulpit supply as well
as pastoral care. Accompanists' schedules were also updated - thank you as always for being willing to ac-
commodate during the summer months that are so busy.

The next Worship Committee meeting will be July 22nd at 8:30 a.m.

Sign up for upcoming communion servers.

August 3 — at the rail — Derek

August 10 — continuous — Darryl, Kim

e Stewardship

Music & Mingle was successful. We moved it to the Heritage Town Center because of the heat. A meal of
pulled pork, coleslaw, watermelon, cookies and lemonade was served. The silent auction brought in $2,135
plus the freewill donation for the meal at $947 for a TOTAL of $3,082

The next stewardship project will probably be the drive-thru soup supper in October.

o Education

We are looking for a Sunday School Superintendent to replace Kelsey.
Sunday School is down to provide fellowship coffee on August 18.
Rally Sunday is planned for September 7, 2025

Discussion whether to keep the SEED curriculum or use other options.
Vacation Bible School online registration is open for age 5 through incoming grade 6 as of fall 2025. The
theme is “TRUE NORTH — Trusting Jesus in a Wild World.” It is scheduled for August 4-8 from 9:00am-
12:00pm with a meal from 12:00-12:30. Hosted by the First Congregational Church this year.

ONLINE LINKS FOR VBS:

Child Registration: https://bit.ly/438937F

Volunteer Registration: https://bit.ly/3XvdIOO . . .
Donation Wish List: https:/bit.ly/3ESy1jn QR CODE for Child Registration

e Fellowship
Fellowship time in the social hall will continue. The fellowship rotation helps to cover every Sunday.

August 17 — Sunday School, August 24 — Council

Father's Day Brunch on June 15th was successful. We served about 90 people. There were no expenses be-
cause of donations from members as well as a $250 Thrivent card. Freewill donation TOTAL = $1,771

Start planning for guest night in September and possible speakers or program ideas.

o Evangelism
Men’s Bible Study meets on the third Saturday each month from 7:00-8:00am.

Pastor’s Report

+ Worship

Pastor gave out ice cream coupons to the men at worship on Father’s Day.

We are at the halfway point of the summer sermon series in Genesis.

We are working to schedule a “Blessing of the Backpacks” the Sunday before school starts.

+ Ministerial Association

No ministerial association meeting during June or July. They will meet again in August at Bethlehem.
Pastor Eric touched base with the new school superintendent. He is very interested in maintaining the rela-
tionship between the school and the ministerial association.

Pastor Eric is preaching at the Bison Days outdoor ecumenical service on July 27 at the Post Office Park.
Pastors Larry and Sue will lead worship. The Dirksen family will provide the music, and Bethlehem will pre-
pare and print the bulletins.
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+ Education

Women’s Bible Study continues to meet on the first Tuesday of the month. Our current study is the book of
Romans.

Men’s Fellowship meets on the third Saturday at 7:00am. We are studying the book of Philippians.

The 1G schedule is set for 2025-26. Pastor is working on lesson plans and small group plans for the year.
Confirmation is a work in progress.

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for August 4-8. Pastor Eric will be helping in various areas.

Pastor is putting together an ongoing “Schedule of Youth Activities.” He will share with Grant.

¢+ LCMC
The district meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 31 via ZOOM.
Pastor Eric will be registering for the Annual Gathering coming up in October.

Office Report:
August newsletter deadline is July 24. The committee reports will be from treasurer and stewardship.
Susan will be on vacation Aug 11-16.

New Business:

The regular rotation changed slightly so we could give to Texas Flood Relief in July which is considered
global. Our new rotation is: Global, LCMC, Local Pastor Eric brought this to our attention: LCMC Texas Dis-
trict Flood Relief: home - Texas District

Motion made by Kelsey, seconded by Larry; approved.

Adding a worship/devotion/prayer time to monthly council meetings. Council agreed to be more intentional
about dedicating time to Bible Study/Devotion/Prayer during our meetings. Pastor is looking at studying Tim-
othy with council members and will send out some material ahead of time that we can use to prepare.

How can we make the council role not feel obligatory, and make it feel more opportunistic? We’re trying to be
a more spiritual-driven council. We want members to see us as having been given the opportunity to grow in
our faith as well as grow as a church family.

Next meeting: Monday, August 11 at 6:00 pm

Motion to adjourn made by Darryl; seconded by Kelsey; approved

for

Meeting adjourned at 7:26 pm e — CO'TF' ’
— urmaton
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. A N—"_ /
/J /,,r‘ ’.‘_/”' & /
AT D@ Clag Mews

(

[ am so excited to be issuing this first installment of “Confirmation Class News” as I look forward to classes being
in September. So here is the rundown of what is coming up:

(1) Orientation for 7t grade students and parents ~ Wed., Sept 10 at 7 PM.
(2) Full class with a bonfire at the parsonage ~ Wed., Sept 17 at 7 PM.
(3) Regular class ~ Wed., Sept 24 - 6:45 to 7:15 PM gathering with snacks, with class from 7:15 to 8:30 PM.

Confirmation parents, be on the lookout for an email from me sometimes mid-August with more details. If you do
not see anything, please let me know. To everyone else, please keep our incoming students and leaders in your
prayers as we prepare for another great year together.

Page 6



0¢

€¢

lleH diysmojje4

wd 00:Z1 - We 00:0L
Jamoys Ageg s,wo|q
-pur Azusy g axer

lleH diysmojje4 ‘we
00:/ © Joysed yym
Apnig 8|q1g s,usy
9l

AVAANLVS

6¢

44

8¢

74

we 00:0} ‘Apmis
a|q1g Ajunwwod

LC

we 00:01 ‘Apmis
a|qig Ajunwwo)

0¢

Gl
wd zL—we 6 ‘S9A

AvVdnad

vl
wd z| - we g ‘SgA

AVASYNHL

we 00:0} ‘Apmg
a|q1g Ajunwwod

€l
wd z| - we g ‘SgA

AVASINAIM

9¢

we 0g:g ‘Bunasyy
aapiwwo) diysiop
6l

uoljeoBA UO UBSNS

4
wd zZ| - we g ‘SgA

wd 00:Z ‘Joised
yum Apnis s|qig
S

14

8l

wd 00:9 ‘Bunssy
[1IoUNOD YyoINYH
Ll

wd Z| - we g ‘S9A

uoissI Ajpwi |
‘wd o¢:1 1e diysiopn

we 0¢:6 1e diysiopn
1€

we 0¢:6 1e syoed
-yoeg ay} jo Buissalg
JdIysiopn JoopinO

174

we 0¢:6 1e diysiopn
Ll

we Qg:6 ‘uolunw
-wo) yum diysiopn
ol

uoissi\ Alpwi ]
‘wd og:} 18 diysiopn

we Qg:6 ‘uolunw
-woD ypm diysiopn
€

jlooyoas Aepung jo Aep 3s.ij ayj 1o}
Jepuajed noA yie—/ 1aquaydag aq [|IIm AVANNS ATIVYH

AVASANL

AVANON

AVANAS

GZ0T LSNDNYV - UBI_YINT WAy3[yIag]



. Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
201 4th St. NE

P.O. Box 385

Buffalo Center, IA 50424

Phone
641-562-2552 — office
641-562-2553 — Pastor Eric

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

We're on the weh! And
https://bethlehemlutheranbc.com BETHLEHEMSLéJJgg'EAN SUNDAY

Please feel free to reach out to us.

If you have any questions or need assis-
tance, don't hesitate to ask. Our church
community is here to support you.

Our Mission Statement:

Faith, hope, and love make us available
to our neighbors near and far.
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