
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Pastor Eric Hullstrom 
201 4th Street NE, Buffalo Center, IA  
641-562-2552  
June 21, 2026 @ 9:30AM  
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  

Mission Statement: 

“Faith, Hope and Love 
Make us available 
To our neighbors 

Near and far.” 

Welcome and Announcements 
Greeting Our Neighbors  

 

Call to Worship 

P: People of God, let us make a joyful noise unto the Lord.  

C: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His 
presence with singing! Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we 
are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.  

P: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; bless His name! For 
the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.  

C:Let us make a joyful noise unto the Lord.  

P: Let us pray… 

 

Opening prayer   

Opening song   “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)” 

 

Order of Confession & Forgiveness - Psalm 51 

P: We open our time of worship as we do every day of our lives in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                                   
C: Amen!                                                                                                                                                       
P: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your loving-kindness; in Your great compassion blot out our 
offenses.                                                                                                                                                       
C: Wash us from our wickedness and cleanse us from our sins. 

P: You, O God, know our sin. Nothing is hidden from You. Therefore, You are justified when You speak, 
and You are right when You judge.                                                                                                              
C: Make us pure, O God. Wash our slate clean. Turn from our sin and remember it no more.           
P: Hide Your face from our sins. Grant us mercy, even though we are unworthy.                                       
C: Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Cast us not away from 
Your presence and please do not take Your Holy Spirit away from us.                                                
P: Give us the joy of Your saving help and sustain us with Your bountiful Spirit.                                         
C: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your loving-kindness; in Your great compassion blot 
out our offenses. 

P: Let us take some time to confess our sins before God. 

<Silence to personal prayer and confession> 

P: Almighty God… 

C: We have fallen short of Your glory. We have done things that You are not well pleased with and 
we have failed to do things that would have helped our neighbor. We confess that sin has come 
between You and us. We come before You now in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior 
and ask for Your forgiveness, oh God. 

Hear our prayer. We want to be in a right relationship with You - asking You to remove all those 
things that we allow to get in the way. We are sorry for what we have done. So, we humbly come 
before You with our confessions and thanks for Your loving kindness - asking for a clean heart. 
Amen. 

Happy Father’s Day! 



Prayer of the Day: 

For those who love you, O God, you have chosen and prepared what no eye has seen nor ear 
heard. Pour into our hearts a loving affection for you, that we may choose you in and above all 
things. For only then shall we have what you promise, which far exceeds all we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading – Genesis 4:1-16 

 

Psalm 119: 129-136 (Read responsively) 

 

129 Your testimonies are wonderful; 
    therefore my soul keeps them. 

 
130 The unfolding of your words gives light; 
    it imparts understanding to the simple. 

 
131 I open my mouth and pant, 
    because I long for your commandments. 

 
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
    as is your way with those who love your name. 

 
133 Keep steady my steps according to your promise, 
    and let no iniquity get dominion over me. 

 
134 Redeem me from man's oppression, 
    that I may keep your precepts. 

 
135 Make your face shine upon your servant, 
    and teach me your statutes. 

 
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, 
    because people do not keep your law.  

 

Children’s Message 

 

Song of the Day “Who You Say I Am”  

 

Preaching Text – Romans 6:1-14 

 

Message:   “Who Reigns?”  

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

Offering 

Offertory 

Prayers of the Church     

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

The Benediction 

Closing Song   “No Longer Slaves”  

The Apostles’ Creed  

In believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of 

the virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended into hell. On 

the third day he rose again. He ascend-

ed into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hal-

lowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the pow-

er, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen  



Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) 
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 
CHORUS: 
My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love, amazing grace 
 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 
 
**CHORUS (REPEAT 2 TIMES) 
 
The Earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God, who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine   

Who You Say I Am 

Who am I that the highest 

King 

Would welcome me 

I was lost but He brought me in 

Oh His love for me 

Oh His love for me 

 

CHORUS: 

Who the Son sets free 

Oh is free indeed 

I’m a child of God 

Yes I am 

 

Free at last, He has ransomed me 

His grace runs deep 

While I was a slave to sin 

Jesus died for me 

Yes He died for me 

 

**CHORUS** 

 

In my Father’s house 

There’s a place for me 

I’m a child of God 

Yes I am 

 

Bridge: 

I am chosen 

Not forsaken 

I am who you say I am 

You are for me 

Not against me 

I am who you say I am (Repeat Bridge) 

 

I am who you say I am 

 

**CHORUS** 

 

(Sing 2 times): 

In my Father’s house 

There’s a place for me 

I’m a child of God 

Yes I am   

 

 

 

No Longer Slaves 

You unravel me with a melody 
You surround me with a song 
Of deliverance from my enemies 
Till all my fears have gone 
 
CHORUS:  
I'm no longer a slave to fear 
Oh, I am a child of God 
I'm no longer a slave to fear 
Oh, I am a child of God 
 
From my mother’s womb you have chosen me 
Love has called my name 
I've been born again into your family 
Your blood flows through my veins 
 
**CHORUS (2 TIMES)** 
 
(Sing 2 times): 
You split the sea so I could walk right through it 
My fears were drowned in perfect love 
You rescued me so I would stand and say 
That I am a child of God 
 
I am a child of God (3 times) 



June/July Greeters & Ushers 
  

  21 Brian Blodgett Family and Thomas Blodgett Family  

  28 Harley & Lynn Hassebroek and Duane Cooper Family 

  *5  Mark & Kim Ostermann and Logan Willmert Family 

*12 Mike Baumann Family and Cheryl Baumann 

Calendar of Events 

June: 

Today - Father’s Day Brunch, 11 am - 1 pm 

June 28 - Worship at 9:30 am 

June 29-July 6 Pastor on Vacation 

July 5 - Worship with Communion at 9:30 am 

July 5 - TMNH Worship at 1:30 pm with Darla Thompson 

July 7 - Bible Study with Pastor at 2:00 pm  

 

      **Every Monday - Coffee Hour 9:30-10:30 am @  

        Timely Mission Nursing Home 

CONTACT US: 

www.bethlehemlutheranbc.com 

641-562-2552-office 

641-562-2553-Pastor Eric 

         

pastor@blciowa.org    Facebook:  

office@blciowa.org     Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

                                      Bethlehem Lutheran Sunday School                                              

Pray for our Members and Friends:  

Brian Bashans    Emmagene Silber                         
Jaya Fever           Deloris Steffensen                                                                                    
Curtis Vaudt     Claire Rustemier-Hinz                                            
Christina Coughlin    Carolyn Bartz                                                                  
Roger Burnside          Joy Albert                      
Virginia Cooper               Karen Buss                      
Dawn Jensvold  Harlan Melz                    
Penny Mitchell         Leroy Weaver                
Jason Christensen  Frances Ostermann               
Dean Swenson            Delores Griffin                
Randy Holstad  Marge Becker                      
Monica Tyler              Jen McGrady            
Nicky Shackleton                 Doug Hofbauer                                  
Ruth Noren   Linda Abels                           
Pastor Mark Neumann                                            

VANCO Giving  

Weekly, monthly, 

and on-demand giv-

ing is available 

through Vanco’s 

app or you can 

scan here. Many of 

us have found this 

to be an easy and 

useful way to give.  

For more info or 

questions, contact 

Thomas B or       

Susan. Thanks. 

Fellowship Serving      

Rotation:      

June 28 - Work Group #1 

July 5 - Work Group #2 

July 12 - Work Group #3 

July 19 - Sunday School 

06.14.26 Giving: 

$2,570 

 

YTD Actual: $60,874 

 

YTD Budget: $71,863 

 

YTD Deficit: -$10,989 

 

Loan Balance: $7,000 

 

Attendance: 55 

Online views: 24 

2026 Church Council 

Derek Thilges ~ President 

Darla Thompson ~ Vice President/Worship 

Thomas Blodgett ~Treasurer/Technology 

Kim Ostermann ~ Secretary 

Jen McGrady ~ Evangelism 

Katie Mathahs ~ Fellowship 

Megan Holland ~ Education 

Amy Walk ~ Stewardship 

Larry Lawson ~ Property 

Please contact Derek Thilges at 641-430-3903 

if you have any questions or concerns.  

Join us for Vacation 

Bible School at First 

Reformed Church in 

Buffalo Center.  

Dates: August 3-7 

Time:                     

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

with lunch to follow. 

Join us for our Father’s Day Brunch following 

worship today! Freewill Offering.  

http://www.bethlehemlutheran.com

